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|dlife Corri

Saving Urban Open Space in the Los Angeles Basin
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Mule deer at sunrise

D. Myers

A Personal Rcf/ection

"The ear/y morning sun had ]yare/y penetmtea’ the mid-winter cold when I rounded a bend on the trail
and cauglzt my ][irst g/impse o][a miracle. Stana’ing in a meadow on the ria7ge, their heads buried in the
cool grasses, were a dozen mule deer. Hven in the wilderness, the siglzt o][ twelve deer togetlzer is

unusual, but I was not in the wilderness. My suburban home was l)are/y two miles away, and the city

stretched in all directions beneath the hills.

Two decades would pass Zye][ore I would understand the true signi][icance of this metropo/itan miracle,

now called..."The Puente-Chino Hills Wildlife Corridor.”



A Metropo/itan Miracle

This brochure describes the Wildlife Corridor, its plants and animals, and what it means to the millions

of people who live around it. It faces threats from urban encroachment, invasive species and misuse.

Your help is needed to assure this resource remains for current and future citizens to enjoy.

The Puente - Chino Hills Wildlife Corridor
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The Puente-Chino Hlills Wilc”ife Corridor consists of an

unbroken zone of habitat ex+endin9 nearly 31 miles fv*om the
Cleveland National Forest in Orange County to the west end of

éo\ the Puente Hills above Whittier Narrows. The Wi|c”ife Corridor
N covers more than 30,000 acres of land and pv‘ovides residents
kY with smpev‘b recreational opportunities, a scenic backdrop for the
fooH/\i” communities and vital habitat fov* wilc”ife.
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The Puente Hills Landfi” Native Habitat
Preservation JA\M‘H’\OP‘H'Y was created in 1994 to
administer a fumcl dedicated fv‘ow\ the Puente Hlills ~
Landfi”'s tHipping fee fov‘ pwﬁclf\ase of natural open L

>

space in the V\earby hills.  This agency manages

and/or owns thousands of acres of land in the

>
western Puente Hills to mitigate landfill expansion g
A impacts. These pmy‘clf\ases include Powder 3))
Canyon, SYCamore Canyon, the Hacienda Hills, N

and several key puw‘chases in the restricted

corridor through La Habra Heights.

‘Rivers'\o‘e




Puente - Chino Hills Wildlife Corridonr
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The Wildlife Corridor Conservation
;A\ufl/\orﬁy was created in 1994 to
(\{‘ study wildlife circulation H/\rougl/\ the

/50 Corridor and determine necessary
actions to protect wilc”ife movement
capability. Jt has provided an
ovev‘siglz\’r fMV\c’rioV\ and cm‘alys’r for
defev‘milf\ihg acquisition needs

| ’rl/\rouglf\ou’r the Corridonr.
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Connectivity with the Cleveland National /W‘\/Mm l‘_prad\o—’gé

Forest is provided through Coal Canyon Pl i~ Floa

and an underpass beneath the 91 Freeway. m A AN Cohtrol
Chino Hills State Park located on either /,/MAA/\N\{\\,\ )
[

side of the 91 Freeway provicles a large //Vt/f/\l\}\‘\\ /ﬁm\\

EXPO\V\SE O]( canyons, gVO\SSIO\I/\ClS/ O\V\CI low*ge

areas of walnut woodlands.  West of the WI’
m

Park./ Tonner Canyon provides a movement /’M’\\
corvidor beneath the 57 Freeway. k )
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E Puente-Chino Hills

contain some of the last

remaining stands of several
habitat types that are
declining in the Los
Angeles Basin. Habitat

lOSS means IOSS OIE species

depen(len’c on these
vegetation types. Asa
result, an area once graced with a
wide variety of habitat resources

now finds itself a hotbed of

extinctions. While random

development has left many i
habitat islands scattered
through the area, the
connectivity still present in
the Puente-Chino Hills
provides a rare opportunity
to preserve a functiona

wildland. Loss of this

connectivity at any point will lead to

ultimate loss of many species in the
isolated section.

Sensitive Habitats Still Found
in the Wildlife Corridor

Coastal Sage Scrub
Walnut Woodlands
Riparian Woodlands
Grasslands

Southern Oak Woodlands

Oak woodlands in Powder Canyon



abitats favorable to wildlife also provicle
pleasure to human residents, and a reminder of
a simpler time when people lived closer to the
natural world. Whether it is to find shade on a
hot summer clay, or to enjoy a family picnic, or
simply to relax amid the world of nature, the
1ea£y canopy of the canyon is a place of escape
from the lausy world of the city }Jeyond.

Acorn woopecker L. Bulmer

Provides High Quality Recreation
Enhances Property Values

Improves Quality of Life

Stimulates the Senses and Imagination
Offers Urban Nature Experiences
Protects Urban Open Space

Saves Natural Heritage
Conserves Biodiversity
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School nature walk in Whittier C. Hanson



ﬂe Corridor stiﬂ contains an amazing

diversity of plant and animal life. Birds are

in many ways both the most obvious animal
presence and a good indicator of the health
of the Corridor. Resident birds include a 1arge
variety of raptors, along with
Wooclpecleers, ﬂycatchers, towhees,
R, Willams sparrows, goldfinches, warblers, and
rare species like the California
gna’cca’ccher, cactus wren, and least
Bell’s vireo. Many species migrate
through the Corriclor, depencling
on it for provicling part of their
lifetime needs. Some species, like
the phainopepla, spend the summer
etore returning to the deserts in

the fall.

A. Ing

Coast Horned Lizard A. Ing

{ isitors still thrill to the sigh’c of mule deer,

coyotes and gray fox, along with smaller
mammals like raccoons, co’cton’cails, Weasels,
and squirrels. A fascina‘cing array of reptiles,
amphi]oians and insects also call the Corridor
home. Loss of free circulation of these species

at any point jeoparclizes the survival of many
of them in the isolated segment.

Spotted Towhee L. Bulmer Phainopepla L. Bulmer



[ k here can city 1eids go to see nature? How

about a trip to the natural world just beyond their
Laclzyar&! The wonders of the Wildlife Corridor
are available to many children who may not have
the means to travel to the mountains or other
more remote parlzs. The Puente Hills Landfill
Native Habitat Preservation Au’chori’cy sponsors
many Junior Ranger programs. These outdoor
educational programs are offered to children in
surrouncling communities. These programs can
open up the eyes of a child to a whole new world

tl'ley would never get to see in their city homes.

7—;6 Corridor lands can

provicle much needed outdoor
recreation for all. Hilzing,
running, horseback ricling,
nature study, or just a chance
to relax in the peace£u1 world

of nature—all these pleasures -
fill a basic need for dwellers in ~ Blue-eyed Grass J. Yann

the urban world.

Horseback riding ] S. Feld

D 4

California Quail L. Bulmer Nature study C. Hanson
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he diverse early uses of the
Corridor lands, along with availa]oili’cy
of level land in the Vaﬂeys below, have
preservecl the wildlife value of this
open space. Now, many of those
early uses are ended and land values
drive the prospect of hillside
(levelopment ever closer. Carefuuy
planned housing in perimeter areas,
with adequate l)ugering, can preserve
the wildlife value and the sense of
wonder for visitors.

he Wildlife Corridor is a

unique resource. Its preservation
requires a careful balance between
the needs of development, wildlife
and recreation. It is vital that
funds be availa]:)le, both for
studies to provide guidance to
determine Corridor areas that
must be protected, as well as ]jeing
able to fund purchases of those
critical properties.

n many ways, the Corridor is a
fortunate outcome of many
serendipitous factors that left its
wildlife function intact. Now,
armed with 12nowledge of its
Worlzings, and 12nowing its pleasures,
could we look our grandchildren in
the eye while we explain how we let
it all slip away? Insteacl, let’s tell
them how all of us came Jcoge’cher
with a commitment that natural
miracles do happen, even in the

center of the Los Angeles Basin.




Jogging in Toyon Canyon
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Puente Hills Landfill
Native Habitat Preservation Authority

7702 Washington Ave, Suite C
Whittier, CA 90602

(562) 945-9003
www.habitatauthority.org
e-mail, info@habitatauthority.org

and

The Trust For Public Land
1100 South Coast Highway, #312
Laguna Beach, CA 92651

(949) 494-8034

www.tpl.org

e-mail, scott.£erguson@tp1.org’

top photo, Sycamore Canyon, Whittier - C. Collins
photo left, Roadrunner - L. Bulme
photo right, Bobcat- A. Ing|
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