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MEMORANDUM
Date: January 26, 2012
To: Board Members
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From: Andrea Gullo, Executive Director
Subject: Agenda Item No. 6) Discussion and possible action regarding a draft

comment letter on the Draft Los Angeles County General Plan 2035 and
Preliminary Draft Significant Heological Area Ordinance.

Recommendation:
That the Board review and take appropriate action on the attached comment letter,

Background:;

Los Angeles County is preparing its 2035 General Plan Update and is soliciting
comments, The County has drafted several versions of an updated General Plan over the
past few years, and the Authority has provided comments on these versions (in letters
dated (8/28/07 [email], 8/29/07, and 1/20/09). The current version of the 2035 General
Plan available for review is dated April 5, 2011; however, a more recent version will
likely be provided when the DEIR is released. The currently available version inciudes
revised boundaries for Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs). There is no official end date
for the comment period; however, according to conversations with County staff, they
expect to revise the Draft in late February or early March; the updated ordinance will be
available for review with the General Plan DEIR.

In addition, the County released a preliminary draft of the SEA ordinance (with the
Hillside Management Arca ordinance) on November 10, 201 | and they have requested
any comments before February 1, 2012, The Authority provided comments via email to
County staff on a previous drafl of the ordinance on August 28, 2007.

The primary issues of concern in the attached comment letter are those pertaining to the
revised SEA boundaries, and to activities that are permitted or exempt in the SEA
ordinance. The attached draft letter shows edits that were made to the original letter
recommended by staff at the September 8, 2011 Board meeting that pertained to the Draft
General Plan document; edits illustrated in strikethrough were made to the original letter
at the direction of the Board which included the removal of specific references to lands
outside and east of the Authority’s jurisdiction, specifically propertics east of Harbor
Boulevard including the Aera property. The letter also shows new underlined text that
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was added regarding the draft SEA ordinance, which was received for review after the
original letter was writlen,
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County of Los Angeles

Department of Regional Planning

General Plan Development Section

Attn: Connie Chung, Supervising Regional Planner
320 West Temple Strect

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Comments on Draft Los Angeles County General Plan 2035 and Preliminary Draft
Significant Ecelogical Area and Hillside Manasement Area Ordinance

Dear Ms. Chung:

The Puente Hills Landiti-MNative-Habitat Preservation Authority (Habitat Authority)
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft General Plan (public review draft dated
Aprid 5. 201 Dy and preliripary draft Sienificant Ecological Area (SEAY and Hillside
Management Arca (HMA) Ordinance (dated November 10, 2011).

The Habitat Authority is a joint powers authority established pursuant to California
Government Code Section 6500 ef seq. with a Board of Directors consisting of the City of
Whittier, County of Los Angeles, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, and the
Hacienda Heights Improvement Association. According to ewus-its mission, the Habitat
Authority is dedicated to the acquisition, restoration, and management of open space in the
Puente Hills for preservation of the land in perpetuity, with the primary purpose to protect the
biological diversity. Additionally, the agency will endeavor to provide opportunities for
outdoor education and low-impact recreation. The Habitat Authority owns and or manages
over 3,800 acres which lie within the Cities of Whittier and La Habra Heights, as well as in the
County unincorporated areag of the Puente Hills known as Hacienda Heights and Rowland
Heights.

A loint Powers Agency created pursuant to California Govermnment Code §6500 ef seq.

7702 Washingfon Avenue, Suite C, Whittier, CA 90602 » Phone; 562 /945 - 9003 = Fax; 562 /945 - G303
~

Printed on recyeled paper
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Please note that as of August 15, 2011, due to an amendment of the Habitat Authority’s Joint

Powers Authority Avreement, the official avency name chanoed to Puenie FGlls Fabilag
Preservation Authority, Please use this name when referring to the geency in future documents

and correspondence,

BRAFT GENERAL PLAN COMMENT

5

Land Use

In Table 3.2, page 66, we recommend expanding the definition of Open Space Conservation
{OS-C) and Open Space Parks and Recreation (OS-PR) to include not only passive recreation
but also all associated support facilities in conjunction therewith. For example, this could
include park offices, parking, restrooms, signage, fencing, gates, and temporary uses, ete. It is
important that park agencies be able to manage and operate these properties for the public
benefit.

Conservation & Open Space Element:

The Habitat Authority recommends allowing important auxiliary park uses (e.g. trails, park
offices, parking, restrooms, signage, fencing, gates, and temporary uses, etc.) by

Y

| conservancy/park agencies on lands designated as SEAs. 222

On page 101, please expand the definition of “Conservancy Lands" to include non-state public

| agencies such as joint powers authorities-. Please consider amending the definition of
Conservancies on page 53 of Appendix E to include public in addition to private organizations
that conserve land for the benefit of people and nature.

Policy C/OS 3.2 outlines design considerations for projects proposed in SEAs. The Habitat
Authority recommends inclusion of a consideration to retain a contiguous area of undisturbed
open space over the most sensitive natural resources to maintain regional connectivity within
the undeveloped area, and to preserve these areas in perpetuity through a recorded fee simple
dedication to an open space park agency prior to the issuance of any permits,

The Habitat Authority’s comments rematn unchanged from our letter dated August 29, 2007
regarding the biological description of the proposed SEAs as follows below. Although Figure
6.2 of the Draft General Plan is-a too large of a scale to adequately evaluate, the boundary of
the proposed Puente Hills SEA is somewhat clearer on maps provided on the County’s SEA
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website (http://planning.lacounty.gov/assets/upl/project/sea_puente-hills-map.pdf). However,

even the scale of this map makes it difficult to understand the proposed SEA boundaries;
please provide a much more detailed map, including roads and/or parcel boundaries.

Upper Turnbull Canvon

Given the large scale of the SEA maps available for review, as discussed above, it is difficult
to tell whether all of the Habitat Authority parcels located in upper Turnbull Canyon have been
included in the proposed SEA boundary, If they have been included, thank you for doing so as
requested in our previous letter dated August 29, 2007. In addition, thank you for including
other adjacent parcels in the proposed SEA, also as we requested in our previous letter.
However, it appears that a portion of a property at the top of Turnbull Canyon Road has been
excluded from the SEA boundary (see map below). We request that this undeveloped parcel be
included in the SEA as it 1s located at the top of the Turnbull Canyon watershed and is adjacent
to other undeveloped and preserved habitat, and has substantial restoration potential. Also, we
have concerns that any development that may occur on this parcel may negatively impact the
adjacent habitat due to edge effects, including habitat alteration due to fuel modification
activities.
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Source: hitp:/planning. lacounty. gov/assets/upliproject/sea_puente-hills-map, pdf
(Solid dark line is existing SEA, thinner dashed line is proposed SEA)

Aera-Property-and-Adiacent-Undeveloped Land East of Harbor Bhwd:
the-entire-AeraProperty:-and all adjocent Please-explain-why-undeveloped-habitat east-of
HarborBlvd-should-is notbe-includedin-the Puente Hills- SEA-in-terms of-to-remain
conststengyt-with-the-blologienl-conservation-mtent-of SEA-desisnations Inclusion in SEA
fiﬁe%}’%fmeaﬁwﬁmwiibheﬁ?eh:?ti—}'ﬁe&i—«i%%wieve}apfﬁeﬁ%»fm%3wm&i——iz——wi—li— Fequire oTE-serutiny
and-moere-ereative-ang- &s@smtwmﬂ)}a prtag-to-maintata-the-eritiea-funetioning-of Ehe ertire
Puente-Chino-Hitls-Wildlife Corridor—We believe-that-this-nrea-mest-Jilebv mes
detinition-olan-SEA-piven-that-itsupports Jarse-stands-ol aresionally-scaree habitat type used
by-severahsensitibve specivs-and-His-ertteal te-matntainine-wild e movermentas-diseyssed
below:
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Habitats Critical to Bird Species and Communities

Please consider expanding the Puenie Hills 8EA to include arcas of adjacent nndeveloped
habitat, particularly sage serub and orasslands, which are critical for rare bied species and. as
such, meet the SEA criteria for inclusion, For example, the Rio Hondo SEA should be
considered for inclusion in the Puente Hills SEA, as well as surrounding undeveloped habitat
given its direct habitat connectivity and similar natural resources

Much of the undeveloped open space i the Puente THlls is also considered to be eritical habital
(Unit 9 for the federally threatened coastal Calitornin gnateatcher (Polioptila californica
cafifornioay. These are arcas that have been designated by the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USTWH) as essential o the conservation of the species. Although most of these areas ares
already within the proposed Puente Hills SEA boundaries, some areas have been excluded,
despite the fact that they meet the SEA criterin, For examole, updated SEA Criterion A
requires that an avea contain “the habitat of core populations of endangered or threatened plant
or animal species” ', The USIWS’s desionation of Critical Habitat Unit @ (which includes the
Puente Hills) noted that core populations of gnatcalchers are “known from the south slopes of
the Puente-Chine Hills from Whitdler east to Yorba Linda”™ and that “the unil provides the
primary connectivity between significant pnatcateher popultations and sage scrub habitat within
units 6, 10 and 1277, This critical habitat is composed of both save scrub and non-sage scrub
habitats, Includine erassglands in proximity 1o sace serub that provide space For dispersal,
foraging, and nesting, which are essential to the life history functions of the species’.

Hlllb, and p0551bly in thc Los Ang:,eles Basm. Qx}ﬁf}cﬁ%@@% mmﬁ%h.ngﬁsim%hab&ak
en-the-Aeraproperty-as-being-eneofthree arens of conservation-concern-in-the-entire Puente-
{ l"mm £ !z»H*s are&wdﬂ@ 16 %hx, .ﬁbum mwﬁ% mw«hm "&:um S h NiES 4“fd‘v"’5h@f}p£i‘ %ﬁ&if’ﬂ%wﬁﬂé

Scott and Coopcr (1999) > listed 22 bird species consid.ered to be vulnerable to extirpation due
to habitat loss, and many of which rely on grassland habitat, and noted that grassland habitat in
the Puente-Chine Hills (including non-native grassland habitat) may contribute the most to the
breeding bird community of coastal Southcm Cahfomla smce S0 much ot 1t has been

developed. Giventh
WWWWMMMHMMFWMW

' PCR.2000, Los Angeles County Sienificant Feological Area Update Study 2000; Backeround Report. Prepared
E‘m Les Angeles County Department of Revional Planning. November 2000,
Federal Register, Final Rale: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Re

,,,,,,,,,,,, | Designation of
Critical Habitat for the Coastal California Gratcatcher (Pofioprila californica calitoriica), Vol 72, No. 243,
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

" Federal Resister, Ihid.
*Cooper-PR8- 2000 Breedinglandbirds-of ¢ highli-threatened- opei-spase-the-Paente-Chine-HillsCalifornia:
Westers Birde 3145213234,
* Scott, T.A., and Cooper, D.S. 1999, Summary of avian resources of the Puente-Chino Hills Corridor. January
1999
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mereasat-the-propertion- ol habitatinthe-southwesterncomer-of the-Aers- propesty f»ui»
metusion-in-the mestrecent-proposed-Puente-Hille SEA-boundary-Fhis-was-presumably done
to-inelndea-lmewa-teeritorof the-tederalbr threateped-coastal Calitornia pratenteher teritory
docurpented-tn-this-grep—Howevesall-of the-habitat-in-this-area- is-part-oF a-darser-contighous
habitat-bloek-thatcan-be-used by gnatestchers-for-breedingteeding-or dispessal-now-or
possibl-tn-the-future—Althengh-alarse-portion-ofthe-habitat exeluded from-the Ay
currenty-prassland-i-is-possible- thet-under-Rrtvre-Jand-use-practices this-ares-could revert-io
coastal-sage-serpl-habilat—this-areawas-considered-important enouph-tomal

grateateher populabions-that-tbwas-ineluded-in-the HS-Fish-pad WA Hellife-Servicels Critical
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Plense-address-how-the-Aeutpreperte-and westerly adisesnt open space-dandsthatase not
weluded-n-the-propesed SEA-do-nott meet vrmeetthe—As-sueh-the-entirety-of the-Aera
propesty-sad-adiacent-vadeveloped-land-between Harbor Blvh-and-the 37 Freoway-meet the
following three of-the-updated-SEA selection-eriterla-given-in-Los-Angeles County SHA
Update-Study-2000":

Habitat Critical to Wildlife Movement

Please consider revising SEA selection criteria to divectly acknowledee the importance of
habifat conneciivity dmi wildlife movement corridors, P}ease—&he—eeﬁrtéef—eﬂhmdﬁw%he

P l{ll PE’f | 1 £ ads ovel Lhabi o
B%%H%%hf@ﬂﬂhﬁt}%—th&?&eﬁte—@hkﬁa

The Draft General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element includes many goals and
policies relating to habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors that the Habitat Authority
supports, including the following:

Policy C/OS 1.3: Create an established network of open space areas that provide
regional connectivity, between the southwestern extent of the Tehachapi Mountains to

CPLR2000-Los-Anzeles County-Stenificant-Heological Arep-bpdate-Siudy2000:- Backeround-Report.-Prepared
toe-bas-Angelos &:{;umy Bropert teni-of Rezional PlanningMovember 2001
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the Santa Monica Mountains, and from the southwestern extent of the Mojave Desert to
the Puente Chino Hills.

Policy C/0S 1.6: Prioritize open space acquisitions for lands that contain unique
ecological features, streams, watersheds, woodlands, grasslands, and/or offer linkages
that enhance wildlife movements and genetic diversity.

Policy C/OS 3.2: Consider the following in the design of a project that is focated
within an SEA, to the greatest extent feasible:
» Preservation of biologically valuable habitats, species, wildlife corridors and
linkages;

Policy C/0OS 3.6: Preserve special status species, their associated habitat and wildlife
movement corridors through the administration of the SEAs and other programs.

This Conservation and Open Space Element also discusses the importance of regional habitat
linkages and wildlife corridors (page 103). In addition, Appendix E (Conservation and Open
Space Element Resources) of the Draft General Plan notes that there are two essential
components to conservation planning, sufficiently sized open space areas and connectivity
between them, and that the revised SEAs reflect these principles (page 56). This appendix also
states that “a primary goal of any land use within SEAs should be to maintain high levels of
connectivity between core habitat areas via a network of linkages and corridors” (page 59).

It is clear from the above language in the Draft General Plan that wildlife movement corridors
and habitat connectivity are critical to the concept of SEAs. However, the updated 2000 SEA
selection criteria do not mention wildlife movement, corridors, or habitat conncctivitf. The
only criterion that can be construed as being related is criterion D: “Habitat that at some point
in in the life cycle of a species or a group of species, serves as concentrated breeding, feeding,
resting, or migratory grounds, and is limited in availability either regionally or in Los Angeles
County”. Please consider revising the SEA selection criteria to Include lands that provide
habitat conneetivity and wildlife movement corridors and opportunities, as consistent with the
Draft General Plan language ¢ited above, Please also include the SEA selection criteria in the
General Plan to help the reader understand the reasons why each SEA was designated and how
its boundaries were derived. Given-that it is-easy-to-see-how-theseuthwestern-portion-of-the
Aera-property-was-excludedHrom-previous-and-curentSEAupdates,- sinee-the-preservation-of
witdhte-movement-and-eorridoss was-not-a-ceiterion-for-constderstionHowever given the
unpodance-of these-issues-asnoted-n-the Pratl General- Plans please-explain why proximitv-to
wildlde-corrdors-was-notthis-area-must-bere-gas-a-eriteri-tor melusion-inte sevaluated-for
inelaston-tnto-the-Poente Hils-SEA-as-i-s-hrportantio-maintaining-conpeetivity- through the
Puente-Chine-Hills- Waldie-Corddor—Additionatvilt-should- be-noted that the SEA
Fechnieal-Advisorr-Committes-has agreed that-the-entire Aera property; ineludine the
seuthwesteri-portion; should-be-ineluded-inthe Puente Hills SEA™

T PCR. 2000. Los Angeles County Significant Ecological Area Update Study 2000: Background Report. Prepared
for: Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning, November 2000,
| LSEATAC minutes-From 84708
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As noted in the Draft Gepeeal Plan, numerous wildlile studies have been conducied ia the
Puente-Chimo Hills documenting wildbite movement and habitat connectivity and. as such, the
Puente-Chine Fills Wildhiie Corridor is widely acknowledeed as having revional sienificance
{sec www. habilatauthority. org/publications tor Hinks to reports). Given the existing hmitations
on the wildlife corridor due to existing development. any remaining undeveloped habitat is
important 1o maintaining the function of the corridor, particularly at narrow “choke”™ points,
such as along Hacienda Road, or at major readways, such as Celima Road, and Harbor
Boulevard. It is presumed that, for this reason, habital surroundine Hacienda Road has been
degignated as an “Feelogical Transition Area” (ETA) on the proposed Puente Hills SEA map

If other areas of undeveloped habitat adiacent to the proposed Puente Hills SEA are not
meluded in the SEA boundary, perbaps they could be considered as BT As. as they would be
functionally integral to maintaining wildlite movement throughout the SEA. ltis our
understanding, based on the current draft SEA Ordinance (provided by the County on
November 10, 2011), that projects proposed in ETAs would receive some additional evaluation
but would not be subject to the same rigorous biological evaluation process through the SEA
Technical Advisory Committee as a project located in a designated SEA. As proposed in the
current dralt SEA Ordinance, projects proposed in an ETA would file a Minor Conditional Use
Permit application (22.56.215E), where the Director must find that the project will only result
in impacts to natural resources that are minor in nature (22.56.085D).

%%ee%wwe%m &éwam%mﬁrwkfed—l% aml‘wlw w&é&%—terem FHREATY ml ﬁ@&: oS- %}ém%wﬁwm
monttoriag-studies-that-wildhfe-mevement- still oecur satong-the-tessth-of Harber Bivd:
Adtheugh-use-ef-the-underpass-by-covotes-hasreduced-roadkill-itds. dg}pamﬂ{ that-they-stilh
eross-at-the-surface of Harbor Bled- inthe arensouth-ofthe-underpass - as-evidenced by
namerouseoveteoadhils-atthislocationovera-five-vearperiod- hoth-beloreand-after-the
underpass-was-constrveted-{iee-map-below)

" Liapp-Poand-Cashing $-2009—Final Bepor-Continusd-Monitering-of- Harbor Boulevard Wildhie Lladerpass.
Prepared-tor-the Puepte Hitls-LandftlNomive - Habitat Preservation-Authoribys
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‘A Ordinance

Large Mammal Roadkill on Harbor Blvd.
nderpass Construct;on (June 2006 to Present)

Legend .
Large Mammal Roadkitt
FAN Bobcat,"'-
O quofé
Puente Hills Preserve Boundary

7" Rugust 25, 2011

| . — o Tl ) . . K e s

¥ South-Coast Wildlands Project—2000—Missing-Linkages: Restoring Connectivity-to the California-Landseape:
Pmeeeémﬁwmteﬂ and-compHed-by-Kristeen Penrod-November 22000, San Diego-Zoo - San-Diego, CA-

H PCR.-2000- 105 Angeles- County-SignificantEcelogieal-Area Update Study 2000: Background-Report-Prepared
for-Los-Angeles-County-Bepartmentof Regional- Planning. Nevember 2000,
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functioning of the-Harbor Blve—Wildlife-Underpass. and could-impair-wildlife movement

The maintenance of wildlife populations in western portions of the Puente-Chino Hills, such as
in the Habitat Authority’s Preserve, are critically dependent on the movement of individuals
from locations further east in the Ceorridor, and a reduction of this potential movement may
pose a serious threat to the persistence of these populations in the future'

2 PCR-2000)-05- -Angeles-County-Sianificant Ecological Area Update Study-2000:-Baclkuround-Repori—Prepared
for-Los-Angeles-County-Departinent-of Regional-PlanningNovember-2000-
# ’M&%G@—&%uﬂeﬂ%%&bmé&eﬁﬁdmadwammmﬁmveke%hireﬂglwm
the-Puente-Chineills—Master’s Thesis,-California State-Pelytechnic UniversityPomena:

" Conservation Biology Institute. 2005. Maintaining Ecological Connectivity Across the “Missing Middle” o
the Puente-Chino Hills Wildlife Corridor, July 2005,
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H-the-southwesters-porlion-ofthe-Aera-propertyrand the ndisvent undeveloped-hubitat east-of
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weltbas-surrounding habitat piven-its-direst-hubitat-connectivib-and-shmilar satural resomees:
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Appendix E: Conservation and Open Space Element Resources

On page 55, regarding the description of the Habitat Authority, we recommend the following
minor changes to the second to last paragraph (new text underlined or deleted text strikeout):
“To date, the Habitat Authority owns and/or manages over 3,860 acres of preserved public

publie-open space.”

On page 60, regarding the summary of the Puente Hills SEA, it notes that “significant wildlife
movement throughout the Puente Hills SEA has been documented in a two year carnivore
study commissioned by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy as part of a multi-
jurisdictional effort to establish a region wide wildlife movement linkage.” Please update this
statement to acknowledge numerous additional wildlife movement studies that have been
conducted in this SEA on the Puente Hills Preserve, including several studies of both the
Harbor Boulevard Wildlife Underpass and the Colima Road Underpass, all of which are
available on the Habtitat Authority’s website (www.habitatauthority.org/publications).

FRCR-2000bos Angeles Comnte Stonifleant-Beolosical-Aresa-Update Study 2000 - Backaround-Report-Prepared
far-bos-Angeles-Connty-Desartment-of-Reglonal- P—%mmm’, Peavember-2000:
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The tollowing comments are regarding the deseription of the Puente Hills SEA, beginning on
page 83:

Un page 83, olease include a deserintion of the Feolosical Transition Areas noted in the

l .

Puenle Hills SEAL and explain the reason tor their inclusion in the SEA _

On page 84, please note that oak woodland habitat is also prevalent in the hills of
Hacienda Heights, and that walnut woodland habitat is also prevalent in Powder
Canyon. .

On page 84, please note that oak riparian forest is not extensive in Powder Canyon.

On page 84, the description of coastal sage scrub habitats notes that it exhibits a “less
robust structure™ than mixed chaparral. Please indicate what is meant by the word
“robust”, and whether it is intended to denote shrub height or evergreen. Referring to
coastal sage scrub as “less robust” may be misinterpreted as unhealthy or otherwise
deficient compared to chaparral, which is not the case. Also, this description notes that
coastal sage scrub exists as “scattered patches”; however, it also exists in some areas as
large, contiguous stands. In addition, coastal sage scrub not only persists former oil
extraction areas as noted in the description, but it has also recovered and reestablished
in some formerly disturbed and developed areas. Finally, please note that cactus scrub
is a very important subunit of coastal sage scrub extensive on southerly and westerly
slopes, especially in Sycamore Canyon, Hellman Park and La Habra Heights.

On page 84, the description of non-native grassland should indicate that this habitat can
include patches of native grasses and wildflowers, and is capable of supporting
sensitive species, including mariposa lilies and grassland-dependent birds.

On page 85, regarding wildlife species, the second paragraph states that “the SEA is
likely to support a variety of amphibians in abundance...”. The Habitat Authority’s
Resource Management Plan and a study conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey notes
the presence of several locally-rare and/or sensitive species. These reports are also
available on the Habitat Authority’s website (www.habitatauthority.org/publications).
Similarly, regarding mammals in the fourth paragraph of this section, a study was
conducted for bat on the Preserve and found 11 different species, seven of which are
sensitive species; this report is also on the Habitat Authority’s website,

On page 85, regarding wildlife species, paragraph three states that several species may
use this SEA as their only consistent occurrence in the southeastern portion of the
County. Given the importance of this statement regarding the SEA, please list some of
these bird species as examples.

On page 85, regarding wildlife species, the fourth paragraph should note that this SEA
supports bobcats and mountain lions among the mammal community, which indicates
the connectivity and quality of the habitat in this SEA considering that these mammals
arc sensitive to fragmentation.

Again, we encourage the County to address the issue of compatibility of roadways with
wildlife in the Circulation and Conservation and Open Space Elements, not exclusively in the
section dealing with Significant Ecological Areas as described in our previous letter dated
August 29, 2007, |
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT SEA QRDINANCE COMMENTS

The Habitar Authority aporeciates the inclusion of Ecological Transition Areas (ETAs) in the
SEA ordinance. acknowledeing the value ol areas which may nolmeet all of the SEA criterla
but sl contribuie 1o the functional inteority of natursd ecolovical svstems within the SEAs,
As such, we recommend including descriptions of any ETAs within the individual SEA
descriptions, including the reasons for their desipnation as FTAs and their nclusion in the
SEAS,

We note that on page 2 of the ordinance, the definition of “Development Activities” under item
3 lists “removal of vegetation” as a development activity. We suggest that this section
acknowleduee exceptions, ncluding reouired fuel modificaiion and removal of non-native

vegetation for habitat improvement and restoration, Sinudarly, we recommend the same
exception be acknowledeed under the definition of “Vegetation ( fearance” under ttem 5 on
page 3.

On page 5, e 7. 1t noles that “managed grazine lands of horses, cattle, or sheep” and
aceessory cotrals within SEAs or ETAs are exempted from a conditional use permit, We
suggest that this exemption also ainclude grazing of animals such as goats, for habitat
restoration or fuel modification activities.

Other activities in SEAs or ETAs exempted from a conditional use permit as described on
pages 5 and 6 include ”'u,imu s undertaken by a governmenial agency or requested by a
povernmental agency™. including removal or thinning of vegetation or habitat restoration for
{ire and flood prevention, and hazerd management Tor public safely. We sucaest that removal
of non-native vepetation (including herbicide use) and habitat restoration (ncluding seeding,
planting of container plants, and irrigation) for habitat improvement (not just for fire or flood
prevention) also be exempted activities by covernment agencies. We also suggest excrnption of
sovernment agency activities such as sclentific studies, and construction or demolition of trails,
structures or facilities necessary for open space manacement activities,

Section B on page 6 requires that development within an ETA must obtain a minor conditional
use permit. According to section 22.56.085 of the Los Angeles County ordinance. minor
conditional use permits mav be granted by the director of Regional Plannine if i1 is found that
linpacts on patural resources will be only “mino” 1 natwre. However. neither the SEA
ordinance nor seetion 22.56.085 recarding minor conditional use permits explain what type of
information is required to be included in the application which evaluates the natural resources
present and the potential tmpacts that the proposed development inay have on the ETA and
associated SEA, Please consider amendine the ordinance 1o specilicallv siate what type of
information is required of applicants which would assist the Director i his evaluation of
impacts to natural resources, This mayv include a deseription of the ETA and its reason for
inchusion in the SEA. and anv measures proposed as pari of the development that would reduce
nnpacts to such resources and help retain the integrity of the SEA, This type of analvsis,
stmnilar to that required for projects within SEAs but perbaps on a smaller seale, would help to
reflect the intent of E'EAs, which by detinition are considered to be “functionally integral 1o the
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Stgnificant Leological Area or support important plant or aninal populations” (peritem 2 on
page 2 ol the SEA ordinance),

On page 8. regarding information (o be included Tor an initial oroiect appraisal for projects
proposed in an SEA. tem {(v) requires a desceintion of sensitive species listed by the California
Departpent of Fish and Gane, the U5, Fish and Wildlife Service, Calilornia Native Plant
soctety, and Los Angeles County Sensitive Bird Species List. Please also consider including
other local adopted plans to this list, For example, the Tabitat Authority has adopted a
Resouree Management Plan which identifies and evaluaics sensitive species that are, or may
be, present on the Puente Hills Preserve. Other local plans mav provide more detailed
nformation for other SEAs, if avatlable,

Also on mazf‘ 3. please consider reguiring that the initial project appraisal also include an
assessinent of Regional Habitat Linkages and Wildlife Corridors present within the SEA. and o
description 0% how the proposed project may adversely altect them, if present,

On page 10, regarding Development Standards and Guidelines for projects proposed within
sEAs, please consider adding under item 1 “Site Desion and Iimplementation” that the siting of -
structures and associated infrastructure not onfy be elustered, but be locuted as close as feasible
to existing development and roads. This would further reduce impacts from edee effects, such
as neise and Heht, which is the assumed intent of requiring clustering in the drafl ordinance,
Also. under this same ffeny, subsection (b) reguires that structures and infrastructure in high fire
areas be set back at least 200 feet from dedicated natural open space within the site or on
adjacent parcels: please consider this requirement for all areas, not just those considered to be

“high fire areas”. as fuel modification requirements could possibly be expanded o up to 200
fect in other areas.

Welopltorward-to-reviowing apd providingcomments-on-the newbyreleased deaft the
proposed-update-otthe-SEA-Ordinance when i-s-availablepriorte-February 1. 2012 ag-the
boundaries-et-the-propesed-SEAs are-ulimately-onty-uselul in-the-context-oLthe-ordinance
tanguage—We appreciate the opportunity to comment on these documents. Please notify us
when this-deeument-is-avatlable-as-wel-asthe Habitat Conservation Plan, Mitigation Land
Banking Program, Trails Master Plan, Open Space Land Acquisition Strategy, and Oak

Woodland Conservation Management Plan documents are available for public review.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. Feel free to contact me or Shannen
LueasAndrea Gullo, Eeelegist [ixecutive Director, at (562) 945-9003 for further discussion.

Sincerely,
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Bob Henderson
Chairman

ce: Board of Directors
Citizens Technical Advisory Committee
I binma Howard, Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning







