
Notice and Agenda of Regular Meeting Thursday, March 19, 2026, 3 pm 
 

 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY 

Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors, March 19, 2026, at 3 p.m.  

will take place in-person and also available for remote access.  

Members of the public can observe and participate in the meeting as follows:  

 

In-person: Joint Administration Office of the County  

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 

1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California 90601 

Location:  Room information to be provided at 1955 Workman Mill Road  

on the day of the meeting. 

 

And remotely for members of the public via Zoom by joining at this address: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3397206095 

Zoom ID 339 720 6095 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Members of the public may provide electronic comments by 3 p.m. on 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026, before the meeting to info@HabitatAuthority.org. Please label 

the email in the subject heading as “Public Comments”. Public comments may also be 

verbally heard during item #1 of the meeting, either in person or via Zoom. 

 

Agency      Director    Alternate 

County of Los Angeles    SULIC, Chair   YOKOMIZO 

City of Whittier     PACHECO, Vice Chair MARTINEZ 

Hacienda Heights     GARCIA   MONARES 

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County  FERRANTE   REVILLA 

   ______  

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority is a public entity established pursuant to the Joint 

Exercise of Powers Act by agreement with the City of Whittier, County of Los Angeles, and Los 

Angeles County Sanitation Districts. Questions about any agenda items can be directed to Andrea 

Gullo, Executive Director, at 562.945.9003. 

72 hours prior to Board of Directors meetings, the entire Board of Directors agenda package is 

available for review, along with any meeting-related writings or documents provided to a majority 

of the Board members after distribution of the agenda package, at www.HabitatAuthority.org. In 

accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related 

modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, 

please call Carlos Zelaya 562.945.9003 at least 48 hours prior to meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3397206095
mailto:mmiller@HabitatAuthority.org
http://www.habitatauthority.org/
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Pursuant to Section 54954 of the Government Code the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation 

Authority (Authority), a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Authority will be held 

at the call of the Chair of the Authority at the above time and place for the purpose of:  

 

1. Receipt of Public Comments. Members of the public may address the Board of Directors 

on any topic within the jurisdiction of the Habitat Authority, or any item on the agenda.  

2. Report by Authority’s Citizens Technical Advisory Committee liaison. 

3. Consent Calendar:  

a. Approval of Authority Meeting Minutes of January 15, 2026.  

b. Receive and file Authority’s Portfolio Earnings Report and Custom by Instrument 

Type for December 2025, January 2026, and February 2026 prepared by the 

County of Los Angeles Treasurer and Tax Collector.  

c. Receive and file Receipts and Disbursements for the Authority for the quarters 

ending December 31, 2025, as submitted by the Los Angeles County Department 

of Auditor-Controller.  

d. Receive and file mid-year Authority budget report for fiscal year 2025-26.  

4. Appointment of recommendations on the Authority’s Advisory Committees.  

A. Measure PH, Fiscal Oversight Advisory Committee: 

1. From Supervisor Solis: Christopher Luna from Hacienda Heights 

(three-year term); Bala Venkataraman from Hacienda Heights 

(two-year term), and Shawn Murray from Rowland Heights (two-

year term);  

2. From the City of Whittier: Rick Gonzalez (one year term); Andrew 

Moraga (two-year term); and Alexander Merkel (three-year term); 

and  

3. From Supervisor Hahn: Manuel Urteaga from the Workman Mill 

Area (three-year term). 

B. Citizens Technical Advisory Committee 

1. From the City of Whittier: Laura Krueger (four-year term). 

5. Discussion regarding adding headshots for Board and staff on the agency website. 

6. Discussion regarding updated agency logo and decals added to Authority vehicles and 

equipment. 

7. Ratify, receive and file comment letters regarding a) Orange County General Plan Update 

and b) City of Whittier draft Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

8. Pending litigation – Initiation of litigation in two cases. A closed session will be held, 

because the Board of Directors has decided or is deciding whether to initiate litigation. 

(This item can be heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 

54956.9(c), (d)(4).)   
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9. Instruction to negotiators on property negotiations for Assessor Parcel Number 8267-017-

907. Negotiating parties include Board Chair, Executive Director, and Los Angeles 

County. (This item can be heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 

54956.8 regarding real estate negotiations.)  

10. Board Members’ statements, responses, questions or directions to staff, and Executive 

Director’s comments. 

11. Adjournment and announcement of next meeting. 

 



Consent Calendar
 Agenda Item A



DRAFT Minutes of Regular Meeting – January 15, 2026 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY 
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This meeting was held at the Joint Administration Office of the County Sanitation Districts of Los 

Angeles County: 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601 

And remotely for members of the public via Zoom at this address: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3397206095, Zoom ID 339 720 6095 

At 3:16 p.m., the meeting was called to order and a roll call was taken. 

From Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County: 

Present: Robert Ferrante, Director 

From County of Los Angeles 

Present:  Ivan Sulic, Chair 

From City of Whittier: 

*Present: Councilmember Mary Ann Pacheco, Vice Chair 

From Hacienda Heights: 

Present: Cassandra Garcia, Director  

*Arrived after roll-call 

 

Authority representatives present: 

Andrea Gullo, Authority Executive Director 

Michelle Mariscal, Authority Ecologist 

Carlos Zelaya, Authority Program Analyst 

Elena Gerli, Esq., Burke, Williams, Sorensen LLP, Authority Counsel 

Cathy Houwen, CTAC’s Board Liaison 

 

1. RECEIPT OF PUBLIC COMMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ADDRESS THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON ANY TOPIC WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE 

HABITAT AUTHORITY, OR ANY ITEM SHOWN ON THE AGENDA. 

Janis Cavanaugh congratulated Board Chair Sulic for his and Executive Directors Gullo’s 

presentation at the recent 1/13/26 Whittier City Council meeting.   

Steve Huber from Whittier Area Audubon shared information regarding the last monthly hike 

conducted at Sycamore Canyon. Participation in the hikes has increased and the recent hike was 

well-attended. Audubon member Jim McNamara continues to share his photos with the Habitat 

Authority for social media.  This month a Townsend’s Solitaire was observed in the canyon, a bird 

usually found at higher elevations.   

 

Item 3a

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3397206095
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2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND RECOGNITION OF ROY FRANCIS, MATTHEW LIANG 

AND SHELLEY ANDROS FOR THEIR SERVICE ON THE AUTHORITY’S CITIZENS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Chair Sulic and Executive Director Gullo acknowledged and recognized Roy Franics, Matthew Liang 

and Shelley Andros. Board Members also expressed gratitude.  

Matthew Liang thanked the Supervisor’s office and Board for allowing him the opportunity to serve.   

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND RECOGNITION OF LEE WILLARD, THE AUTHORITY’S 

VOLUNTEER TRAIL WATCHER OF THE YEAR. 

Chair Sulic and Executive Director Gullo acknowledged and recognized Lee Willard with a certificate 

for Trail Watcher of the Year. Board Members also commented.  

Lee Willard addressed the Board with comments about looking to the future now that the Authority has 

secured Measure PH funding. He provided a handout highlighting goals and ideas he has for the 

Habitat Authority volunteer program.  

Additional certificates were presented to Lee from the Offices of Supervisor Hilda Solis, Supervisor 

Janice Hahn, and State Assemblywoman Lisa Calderon.  

4. ANNUAL ELECTIONS OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR THE AUTHORITY BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS. 

5. REPORT BY AUTHORITY’S CITIZENS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Liaison to the Board, Cathy Houwen, provided a report based on the November meeting.  

6. CONSENT CALENDAR:  

 

A. Approval of Authority Meeting Minutes of November 20, 2025. 

B. Receive and file Authority’s Portfolio Earnings Report and Custom by Instrument Type for 

November 2025 prepared by the County of Los Angeles Treasurer and Tax Collector.  

C. Receive and file end of the year Authority budget for fiscal year 2024-2025. 

D. Appointment of recommendations on the Authority’s Fiscal Oversight Advisory Committee each for 

a three-year term, from Supervisor Solis of Bryan Coreas from Rowland Heights; and the City of La 

Habra Heights of Mayor Brian Bergman.  

E. Receive and file appointment status on Citizens Technical Advisory Committee. 

F. Receive and file Authority’s Wells Fargo account reconciliation quarterly report. 

Director Ferrante nominated to re-elect Ivan Sulic as Chair and MaryAnn Pacheco as Vice 

Chair. Director Garcia seconded the motion. Both nominees accepted. In a vote, the motioned 

passed unanimously.  
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7. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION APPROVING LETTER OF SUPPORT ADDRESSED 

TO THE CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION FOR LISTING A DISTINCT 

POPULATION SEGMENT OF MOUNTAIN LION IN SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL 

COASTAL CALIFORNIA AS A THREATENED SPECIES UNDER THE CALIFORNIA 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. 

 

Ecologist Michelle Mariscal provided an overview and update.   

 

8. AUTHORIZATION FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION (CAL FIRE) 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL GRANT AGREEMENT 5GG25218 BETWEEN 

CALFIRE AND THE AUTHORITY FOR PROJECT “PUENTE HILLS FUELS REDUCTION 

– MAINTENANCE” IN THE AMOUNT OF $168,000 AND ANY OTHER REQUIRED 

GRANT-RELATED DOCUMENTS. 

 

9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO 

EXECUTE AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT (A15-128) BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF WHITTIER AND THE AUTHORITY, AS WELL AS ENTER INTO AN 

ENCROACHMENT LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF WHITTIER TO 

FACILITATE WROUGHT IRON FENCING PROJECTS IN WHITTIER AS A PART OF 

THE WILDFIRE RESILIENCY GRANT FROM THE SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS 

ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY. 

 

 

Director Garcia motioned to approve items A through F. Vice Chair Pacheco seconded the 

motion and, in a vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Director Ferrante motioned to approve and send the letter of support. Vice Chair Pacheco 

seconded the motioned and, in a vote, the motioned passed unanimously.  

 

Vice Chair Pacheco motioned that the Board authorize the Executive Director to execute the 

grant and any other required grant-related documents. Director Garcia seconded the motion 

and, in a vote, the motioned passed unanimously.  

 

Vice Chair Pacheco motioned that the Board authorize the Executive Director to execute 

Amendment No. 1 to management agreement A15-128. Director Ferrante seconded the 

motion and, in a vote, the motioned passed unanimously.  
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Closed Session Items:  

 

At 3:55 p.m. Chair Sulic moved to continue the discussion of items 10 and 11 in Closed Session. 

 

10. PENDING LITIGATION – INITIATION OF LITIGATION IN TWO CASES. A CLOSED 

SESSION WILL BE HELD, BECAUSE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS DECIDED OR IS 

DECIDING WHETHER TO INITIATE LITIGATION. (THIS ITEM CAN BE HEARD IN 

CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(C), (D)(4).) 

   

11. INSTRUCTION TO NEGOTIATORS ON PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS FOR ASSESSOR 

PARCEL NUMBER 8267-017-907. NEGOTIATING PARTIES INCLUDE BOARD CHAIR, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AND LOS ANGELES COUNTY. (THIS ITEM CAN BE HEARD 

IN CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 

REGARDING REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATIONS.) 

 

At 5:02 p.m. Chair Sulic moved to end the Closed Session and the Open Session recommenced. 

Items 10 and 11 were discussed, and no reportable action was taken.  
 

12. BOARD MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS, RESPONSES, QUESTIONS OR DIRECTIONS TO 

STAFF, AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS. 

 

Director Ferrante introduced the Public Information Staffer - Robert Kovacs, who will support future 

meetings.  

 

Executive Director Gullo announced receiving the first installation of Measure PH funding.  

 

13. ADJOURNMENT IN HONOR OF YOSHIO "YOSH" NAKAMURA, A DECORATED 

WORLD WAR II VETERAN, U.S. ARMY VETERAN, AND BELOVED WHITTIER 

EDUCATOR, WHO PASSED AWAY ON NOVEMBER 21, 2025, AT THE AGE OF 100, AND 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING. 

 

Vice Chair Pacheco shared stories and memories honoring Mr. Nakamura. Director Ferrante shared 

news of the passing of Steve Maguin, a former Habitat Authority Board Member. It was announced 

that the Board may not meet in February. 

 

 

 

 
Approved: 

 

 

 

_____________________________            __________________________________________   

Ivan Sulic, Board Chair    Carlos Zelaya, Program Analyst, Board Secretary 
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Board of Supervisors 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

First District 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Second District 

LINDSEY P. HORVATH 
Third District 

JANICE HAHN 
Fourth District 

KATHRYN BARGER 
Fifth District 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street, Room 437 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
Telephone: (213) 974-3385  Fax: (213) 626-1701 

ttc.lacounty.gov and propertytax.lacounty.gov

ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 
TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 

January 7, 2026 

Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority 
7333 Greenleaf Avenue, First Floor 
Whittier, CA 90602 

Email:  agullo@habitatauthority.org 

Dear Andrea Gullo: 

PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY 
MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORTS 

Enclosed are the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority Portfolio Income Report 
(Earnings Report), Custom Position Report, Purchase Detail Report, and Chronological 
Report for the month ended December 31, 2025, for your review and reference. 

Should you have questions, please contact Sona Kyupelyan, Assistant Operations Chief, 
of my staff at (213) 584-1269, or skyupelyan@ttc.lacounty.gov 

Very truly yours, 

ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 
Treasurer and Tax Collector 

Coia Walker 
Operations Chief 

CW:SK:az 

Enclosures 

c: czelaya@habitatauthority.org 

for

ITEM 3b

mailto:agullo@habitatauthority.org
mailto:skyupelyan@ttc.lacounty.gov
mailto:czelaya@habitatauthority.org


SPI

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: Ending Market Value + Accrued.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lots without MMF Collapse.

Original Lot ID Detailed Description CUSIP Coupon
Rate

PAR Value Interest/Dividend
Received

Accretion Income Amortization
Expense

Interest Income Net Gain/Loss Net Income

821801196 FREDDIE MAC 2.000 08/27/43 '26 MTN 3134GWSD9 2.000 9,500,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,833.33 0.00 15,833.33

821801198 FED FARM CR BNKS 2.500 07/29/41 '25 3133EMW65 2.500 22,675,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 47,239.58 0.00 47,239.58

--- --- --- 2.369 32,175,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 63,072.91 0.00 63,072.91

Income Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
12/01/2025 - 12/31/2025 Dated: 01/02/2026

1



SPI

 

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: PAR Value.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lots without MMF Collapse.

Original Lot ID Detailed Description CUSIP Coupon
Rate

Final Maturity Purchase
Yield

PAR Value Amortized Cost Historical Cost Net Accumulated
Amortization/Accretion

821801198 FED FARM CR BNKS 2.500 07/29/41 '25 3133EMW65 2.500 07/29/2041 2.500 22,675,000.00 22,675,000.00 22,675,000.00 0.00

821801196 FREDDIE MAC 2.000 08/27/43 '26 MTN 3134GWSD9 2.000 08/27/2043 2.000 9,500,000.00 9,500,000.00 9,500,000.00 0.00

--- --- --- 2.352 03/10/2042 2.352 32,175,000.00 32,175,000.00 32,175,000.00 0.00

Custom Position Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
As of 12/31/2025 Dated: 01/02/2026

1



 

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: Settle Date ≥ 12/01/2025 and Settle Date ≤ 12/31/2025 and LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: Ending Market Value + Accrued.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lot. 

* Purchased Accrued Income = -[Purchased Accrued Income], Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Settlement Amount = [Ending Original Cost]+(-[Purchased Accrued Income]), Summary Calculation: Sum.

LA Fund Number Original Lot ID Description Settle Date Final Maturity Coupon
Rate

PAR Value Principal Purchased Accrued
Income

Settlement Amount

Purchase Detail Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
12/01/2025 - 12/31/2025 Dated: 01/02/2026

1



 

* Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA" and Cash Affecting Amount = 0.00.     * Weighted by: Absolute Value of Principal Amount.     * MMF transactions are collapsed.     * Trade transactions are expanded.     * Cash Entry transactions are expanded. 

* Change In Current FV = (IF(([Transaction Type]='Buy'),[Original Units],0))+(IF(([Transaction Type]='Maturity'),[Original Units],0)), Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Purchases = IF(([Transaction Type]='Buy'),[Original Units],0), Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Maturities/Redemption =

IF(([Transaction Type]='Maturity'),[Original Units],0), Summary Calculation: Sum.

LA Fund Number Original Lot ID Detailed Description Settle Date Final Maturity Change In Current FV Purchases Maturities/Redemption Purchased Accrued Interest Coupon Payment

--- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Chronological Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
12/01/2025 - 12/31/2025 Dated: 01/02/2026

1



Board of Supervisors 

HILDA L. SOLIS 
First District 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Second District 

LINDSEY P. HORVATH 
Third District 

JANICE HAHN 
Fourth District 

KATHRYN BARGER 
Fifth District 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 

Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street, Room 437 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
Telephone: (213) 974-3385  Fax: (213) 626-1701 

ttc.lacounty.gov and propertytax.lacounty.gov

 
ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 

TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 

February 5, 2026 

Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority 
7333 Greenleaf Avenue, First Floor 
Whittier, CA 90602 

Email:  agullo@habitatauthority.org 

Dear Andrea Gullo: 

PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY 
MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORTS 

Enclosed are the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority Portfolio Income Report 
(Earnings Report), Custom Position Report, Purchase Detail Report, and Chronological 
Report for the month ended January 31, 2026, for your review and reference. 

Should you have questions, please contact Sona Kyupelyan, Assistant Operations Chief, 
of my staff at (213) 584-1269, or skyupelyan@ttc.lacounty.gov 

Very truly yours, 

ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 
Treasurer and Tax Collector 

Coia Walker 
Operations Chief 

CW:SK:eb 

Enclosures 

c: czelaya@habitatauthority.org 

Item 3b

mailto:agullo@habitatauthority.org
mailto:skyupelyan@ttc.lacounty.gov
mailto:czelaya@habitatauthority.org
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Income Report - PHH PA 
01/01/2026 - 01/31/2026 

SPI 

Original Lot ID Detailed Description 

821801196 FREDDIE MAC 2.000 08127143 '26 MTN 

821801198 FED FARM CR BNKS 2.500 07/29/41 '25 

CUSIP 

3134GWSD9 

3133EMW65 

Coupon 
Rate 

2.000 

2.500 

2.367 

PAR Value 

9,500,000.00 

22,675,000.00 

32,175,000.00 

Interest/Dividend 
Received 

0.00 

283,437.50 

283,437.50 

Specific Purpose Invest Agg (299402) 
Dated: 02/02/2026 

Accretion Income Amortization Interest Income Net Gain/Loss Net Income 
Expense 

0.00 0.00 15,833.33 0.00 15,833.33 

0.00 0.00 47,239.58 0.00 47,239.58 

0.00 0.00 63,072.91 0.00 63,072.91 

• Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts. • Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts. • Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA". • Weighted by: Ending Market Value+ Accrued. • Holdings Displayed by: Lot Consolidated without MMF Collapse. 

1 
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Board of Supervisors 
 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

First District 
 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Second District 

 

LINDSEY P. HORVATH 
Third District 

 

JANICE HAHN 
Fourth District 

 

KATHRYN BARGER 
Fifth District 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 
 

Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street, Room 437 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
Telephone: (213) 974-3385  Fax: (213) 626-1701 

ttc.lacounty.gov and propertytax.lacounty.gov 
 

 

 

 

ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 
TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 

March 6, 2026 
 

 
 
Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority 
7333 Greenleaf Avenue, First Floor 
Whittier, CA 90602 
 
Email:  agullo@habitatauthority.org 
 
Dear Andrea Gullo: 
 

PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY 
MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORTS 

 
Enclosed are the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority Portfolio Income Report 
(Earnings Report), Custom Position Report, Purchase Detail Report, and Chronological 
Report for the month ended February 28, 2026, for your review and reference. 
 
Should you have questions, please contact Sona Kyupelyan, Assistant Operations Chief,  
at (213) 584-1269, or skyupelyan@ttc.lacounty.gov 
 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
ELIZABETH BUENROSTRO GINSBERG 
Treasurer and Tax Collector 
 
 
 
Coia Walker 
Operations Chief 

 
 
CW:SK:az 
 
Enclosures 
 
c: czelaya@habitatauthority.org 

Item 3b
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SPI

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: Ending Market Value + Accrued.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lot Consolidated without MMF Collapse.

Original Lot ID Detailed Description CUSIP Coupon
Rate

PAR Value Interest/Dividend
Received

Accretion Income Amortization
Expense

Interest Income Net Gain/Loss Net Income

821801196 FREDDIE MAC 2.000 08/27/43 '26 MTN 3134GWSD9 2.000 9,500,000.00 95,000.00 0.00 0.00 15,833.33 0.00 15,833.33

821801198 FED FARM CR BNKS 2.500 07/29/41 '25 3133EMW65 2.500 22,675,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 47,239.58 0.00 47,239.58

--- --- --- 2.368 32,175,000.00 95,000.00 0.00 0.00 63,072.91 0.00 63,072.91

Income Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
02/01/2026 - 02/28/2026 Dated: 03/02/2026

1



SPI

 

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: PAR Value.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lot Consolidated without MMF Collapse.

Original Lot ID Detailed Description CUSIP Coupon
Rate

Final Maturity Purchase
Yield

PAR Value Amortized Cost Historical Cost Net Accumulated
Amortization/Accretion

821801198 FED FARM CR BNKS 2.500 07/29/41 '25 3133EMW65 2.500 07/29/2041 2.500 22,675,000.00 22,675,000.00 22,675,000.00 0.00

821801196 FREDDIE MAC 2.000 08/27/43 '26 MTN 3134GWSD9 2.000 08/27/2043 2.000 9,500,000.00 9,500,000.00 9,500,000.00 0.00

--- --- --- 2.352 03/10/2042 2.352 32,175,000.00 32,175,000.00 32,175,000.00 0.00

Custom Position Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
As of 02/28/2026 Dated: 03/02/2026

1



 

* Grouped by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Groups Sorted by: Aggregate Accounts.     * Filtered By: Settle Date ≥ 02/01/2026 and Settle Date ≤ 02/28/2026 and LA Fund Number = "PHHPA".     * Weighted by: Ending Market Value + Accrued.     * Holdings Displayed by: Lot. 

* Purchased Accrued Income = -[Purchased Accrued Income], Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Settlement Amount = [Ending Original Cost]+(-[Purchased Accrued Income]), Summary Calculation: Sum.

LA Fund Number Original Lot ID Description Settle Date Final Maturity Coupon
Rate

PAR Value Principal Purchased Accrued
Income

Settlement Amount

Purchase Detail Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
02/01/2026 - 02/28/2026 Dated: 03/02/2026

1



 

* Filtered By: LA Fund Number = "PHHPA" and Cash Affecting Amount = 0.00.     * Weighted by: Absolute Value of Principal Amount.     * MMF transactions are collapsed.     * Trade transactions are expanded.     * Cash Entry transactions are expanded. 

* Change In Current FV = (IF(([Transaction Type]='Buy'),[Original Units],0))+(IF(([Transaction Type]='Maturity'),[Original Units],0)), Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Purchases = IF(([Transaction Type]='Buy'),[Original Units],0), Summary Calculation: Sum.     * Maturities/Redemption =

IF(([Transaction Type]='Maturity'),[Original Units],0), Summary Calculation: Sum.

LA Fund Number Original Lot ID Detailed Description Settle Date Final Maturity Change In Current FV Purchases Maturities/Redemption Purchased Accrued Interest Coupon Payment

--- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Chronological Report - PHHPA Specific Purpose Invest  Agg (299402)
02/01/2026 - 02/28/2026 Dated: 03/02/2026

1
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Puente Hills  
Habitat Preservation Authority 
Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill    AGENDA ITEM NO. 3D 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  March 19, 2026 

 

To:  Board Members 

 

 

From:  Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 

 

Subject:  Receive and file mid-year Authority budget report for fiscal year 2025-26.  

 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Board receive and file the Authority fiscal year 2025-26 mid-year budget report. 

  

Background:   

 

Mid-Year Budget 2025-26 

Attached is the Authority’s fiscal year 2025-26 mid-year budget report for expenses and 

revenues posted through the end of December prepared by the Authority consultant for 

accounting services, LSL. The operating budget was approved by the Board in June 23, 

2025 in the amount of $1,205,408 for revenue and $ 1,205,408 for expenses. Two 

amendments were approved which are reflected in the budget. New totals are $1,205,408 

for revenue and $1,278,280.26 for expenditures.       

 

As of December 31, 2025, $441,102.54 for operations has been recorded as expended. 

The mid-year expended amount may seem low because many of the expenses have not 

been processed and/or invoices received, such as ranger costs, maintenance and technical 

services.  As with every year, many expenditures will occur within the next few months 

including open space management and maintenance services (contract with MRCA), 

annual fuel modification, agency insurance, etc.  The revenue received totaled 

$376,870.95.  

The mitigation restoration budget for FY 25-26 is $498,680 and $165,580.78 had been 

expended as of the end of December 2025.  

The grants expenditure budget for FY 25-26 is $3,244,363 and $1,943.701.60 has been 

expended. $1,560,000 of the expenditure budget represents budgeted costs for acquisition 

of capital assets. As the funds were transferred from the State to the escrow company, the 

costs are not reflected as part of the expenses at December 31, 2025. The grant funds are 

provided by state agencies, the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy,  on a reimbursable 

basis, as well as Caltrans, which provided the funding upfront and is not on a 

reimbursement basis. The majority of the work will occur in the spring and be invoiced 

thereafter.  



March 19, 2026 

Page 2 

  

The budget for Measure PH for FY 25-26 is $1,199,228 and $12,900 has been expended. 

The cash received was $470,936. $1.2 million was reported as revenue, as it has been 

earned at December 31, while the remaining $706 thousand was reported as a receivable 

at the end of the period.  

The beginning cash (not accrual) balance at the start of this fiscal year was $9.6 million.     

As of the end of December 2025, the cash balance of agency funds in the County pool 

was $8.8 million and $0.5 million for Measure PH. At least $4.7 million of the balance is 

restricted for projects such as the habitat restoration mitigation projects. The remaining 

funds are to cover the operating budget and provide for an emergency reserve. 

 

Attachment: 

FY 25-26 Mid-year budget report  



Budget Actual Remaining % of Budget

Revenue

   SPI-3301 756,875.00  263,987.50  492,887.50  34.88%

   8605 Interest from Treasury Pool 265,000.00  85,145.90  179,854.10  32.13%

   8363 Oil 55,000.00  22,966.96  32,033.04  41.76%

   2000-2 Transfer of Mitigation Ranger Services 34,945.00  0.00  34,945.00  0.00%

   2000-4 Transfer LTMP Ranger Time 30,400.00  0.00  30,400.00  0.00%

   2000-1 Transfer of Mitigation Personnel 27,338.00  0.00  27,338.00  0.00%

   9681 MRCA Tickets/Educational Programs 15,000.00  0.00  15,000.00  0.00%

   2000-3 Transfer LTMP Personnel Time 11,350.00  0.00  11,350.00  0.00%

   9731 Reimbursement of County 9,500.00  3,476.94  6,023.06  36.60%

   9679 Miscellaneous- Ongoing 0.00  1,032.00  -1,032.00  

   9686 Donations 0.00  261.65  -261.65  

Total Revenue $   1,205,408.00  $     376,870.95  $     828,537.05  31.27%

Gross Profit $   1,205,408.00  $     376,870.95  $     828,537.05  31.27%

Expenditures

   3587 Personnel - General Services 490,000.00  203,362.88  286,637.12  41.50%

   3580 Consultant Services

Tech and Property Management 302,579.26  109,626.95  120,080.05  47.72%

      3580-6 TECH 209,500.00  61,780.05  147,719.95  29.49%

   Total 3580 Consultant Services $      432,379.26  $     109,626.95  $     249,880.05  30.49%

   2302 Other Insurance Premiums 93,000.00  8,963.38  84,036.62  9.64%

   3672 Fiscal Agent Services 80,000.00  28,808.24  51,191.76  36.01%

   3717 Legal Services 80,000.00  46,158.39  33,841.61  57.70%

   Total 5222 Utilities 37,200.00  14,271.68  22,928.32  38.36%

   3856 Treasurer & Tax Collector Services 18,000.00  6,743.54  11,256.46  37.46%

   3529 Audit Fees 11,000.00  587.00  10,413.00  5.34%

   3265 Computers, Personal-Accessories 10,000.00  0.00  10,000.00  0.00%

   5992 Taxes & Assessments 5,953.00  6,011.54  -58.54  100.98%

   4612 Education & Training (Prof Dev) 5,000.00  0.00  5,000.00  0.00%

   3240 Office Supplies- General 4,000.00  597.56  3,402.44  14.94%

   3556 Educational Services 3,672.00  1,016.50  2,655.50  27.68%

   2363 Automotic Maintenance 1,650.00  0.00  1,650.00  0.00%

   2780 Signs & Related Supplies 1,500.00  0.00  1,500.00  0.00%

   3182 Miscellaneous Expense 1,050.00  0.00  1,050.00  0.00%

   4102 Publications & Legal Notices 1,000.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%

   4786 Printing Services 1,000.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%

   3202 Postage 500.00  20.76  479.24  4.15%

   5098 Auto Service 500.00  0.00  500.00  0.00%

Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority
Budget vs. Actuals: - FY26 Adopted Vs. Actual - Operating 

July 2025 - December 2025

53874 - Main



   5092 Auto Mileage 250.00  0.00  250.00  0.00%

   3280 Publications & Periodicals 225.00  26.00  199.00  11.56%

   4550 Permit & License Fees 200.00  0.00  200.00  0.00%

   5110 Traveling Expense 200.00  4,907.12  -4,707.12  2453.56%

   4422 Building Rentals 1.00  1.00  0.00  100.00%

   6007 Escrow Deposit 10,000.00  -10,000.00  

Total Expenditures $   1,278,280.26  $     441,102.54  $     764,305.46  36.59%

Net Operating Revenue -$       72,872.26  -$      64,231.59  $       64,231.59  

Net Revenue -$       72,872.26  -$      64,231.59  $       64,231.59  

Two budget amenedments:

9.18.25, $42,372.26

11.20.25, $30,500



Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 86,183.00  22,341.61  63,841.39  25.92%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 11,503.00  11,503.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities $               0.00  $            873.74  -$          873.74  

Total Expenditures $       97,686.00  $       23,215.35  $       74,470.65  23.77%

Net Operating Revenue -$      97,686.00  -$      23,215.35  -$      74,470.65  23.77%

Net Revenue -$      97,686.00  -$      23,215.35  -$      74,470.65  23.77%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 0.00  1,144.60  -1,144.60  

Total Expenditures $               0.00  $         1,144.60  -$       1,144.60  

Net Operating Revenue $               0.00  -$       1,144.60  $         1,144.60  

Net Revenue $               0.00  -$       1,144.60  $         1,144.60  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 31,661.00  16,540.77  15,120.23  52.24%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 12,255.00  12,255.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities $               0.00  $         1,860.17  -$       1,860.17  

Total Expenditures $       43,916.00  $       18,400.94  $       25,515.06  41.90%

Net Operating Revenue -$      43,916.00  -$      18,400.94  -$      25,515.06  41.90%

Net Revenue -$      43,916.00  -$      18,400.94  -$      25,515.06  41.90%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 7,303.00  6,070.00  1,233.00  83.12%

Total Expenditures $         7,303.00  $         6,070.00  $         1,233.00  83.12%

Net Operating Revenue -$       7,303.00  -$       6,070.00  -$       1,233.00  83.12%

Net Revenue -$       7,303.00  -$       6,070.00  -$       1,233.00  83.12%

53932 - Metro Heights

53881-SCE

53881-City of Brea

53887 - Turnbull Mitigation

Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority
Budget vs. Actuals: - FY26 Adopted Vs. Actual - Mitigation Activities

July 2025 - December 2025

53880-Olinda



Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 231,972.00  103,527.80  128,444.20  44.63%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 3,580.00  0.00  3,580.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities 16,521.00  3,264.96  13,256.04  19.76%

Total Expenditures $     252,073.00  $     106,792.76  $     145,280.24  42.37%

Net Operating Revenue -$    252,073.00  -$    106,792.76  -$    145,280.24  42.37%

Net Revenue -$    252,073.00  -$    106,792.76  -$    145,280.24  42.37%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 15,000.00  6,305.50  8,694.50  42.04%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 5,989.00  5,989.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities 33,764.00  0.00  33,764.00  0.00  

Total Expenditures $       54,753.00  $         6,305.50  $       48,447.50  11.52%

Net Operating Revenue -$      54,753.00  -$       6,305.50  -$      48,447.50  11.52%

Net Revenue -$      54,753.00  -$       6,305.50  -$      48,447.50  11.52%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 15,400.00  3,651.63  11,748.37  23.71%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 5,360.00  5,360.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities 22,189.00  0.00  22,189.00  0.00%

Total Expenditures $       42,949.00  $         3,651.63  $       39,297.37  8.50%

Net Operating Revenue -$      42,949.00  -$       3,651.63  -$      39,297.37  8.50%

Net Revenue -$      42,949.00  -$       3,651.63  -$      39,297.37  8.50%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 387,519.00  159,581.91  227,937.09  41.18%

   3587 Personnel - General Services 38,687.00  0.00  38,687.00  0.00%

   Total 5222 Utilities 72,474.00  5,998.87  66,475.13  8.28%

Total Expenditures $     498,680.00  $     165,580.78  $     333,099.22  33.20%

Net Operating Revenue -$    498,680.00  -$    165,580.78  -$    333,099.22  33.20%

Net Revenue -$    498,680.00  -$    165,580.78  -$    333,099.22  33.20%

53933 - Puente Tehachapi

53934 - Puente-Monterey

Total



Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 218,000.00  91,422.10  126,577.90  41.94%

Total Expenditures $      218,000.00  $                       91,422.10  $      126,577.90  41.94%

Net Operating Revenue -$     218,000.00  -$                      91,422.10  -$     126,577.90  41.94%

Net Revenue -$     218,000.00  -$                      91,422.10  -$     126,577.90  41.94%

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 60,000.00  0.00  60,000.00  0.00%

Total Revenue $        60,000.00  $                                0.00  -$       60,000.00  0.00%

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 55,000.00  9,171.97  45,828.03  16.68%

   Total 5222 Utilities 5,000.00  3,887.34  1,112.66  77.75%

Total Expenditures $        60,000.00  $                       13,059.31  $        46,940.69  21.77%

Net Operating Revenue $                 0.00  -$                      13,059.31  $        13,059.31  

Net Revenue $                 0.00  -$                      13,059.31  $        13,059.31  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 144,000.00  0.00  144,000.00  0.00%

Total Revenue $      144,000.00  $                                0.00  $      144,000.00  0.00%

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 144,000.00  12,625.01  131,374.99  8.77%

Total Expenditures $      144,000.00  $                       12,625.01  $      131,374.99  8.77%

Net Operating Revenue $                 0.00  -$                      12,625.01  $        12,625.01  

Net Revenue $                 0.00  -$                      12,625.01  $        12,625.01  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 121,263.00  121,263.00  0.00%

Total Revenue $      121,263.00  $                                0.00  $      121,263.00  0.00%

Expenditures

Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority
Budget vs. Actuals: - FY26 Adopted Vs. Actual - Grants 

July 2025 - December 2025

53884-Caltrans

53888-City M&S

53889-Turnbull M&S

53930-Sycamore M&S



   Total 3580 Consultant Services 121,263.00  1,526.27  119,736.73  1.26%

Total Expenditures $      121,263.00  $                         1,526.27  $      119,736.73  1.26%

Net Operating Revenue $                 0.00  -$                        1,526.27  $          1,526.27  

Net Revenue $                 0.00  -$                        1,526.27  $          1,526.27  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 11,100.00  0.00  11,100.00  0.00%

Total Revenue $        11,100.00  $                                0.00  $        11,100.00  0.00%

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 11,100.00  0.00  11,100.00  0.00%

Total Expenditures $        11,100.00  $                                0.00  $        11,100.00  0.00%

Net Operating Revenue $                 0.00  $                                0.00  $                 0.00  

Net Revenue $                 0.00  $                                0.00  $                 0.00  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 2,690,000.00  2,690,000.00  0.00%

Total Revenue $   2,690,000.00  $                                0.00  $   2,690,000.00  0.00%

Expenditures

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 2,690,000.00  189,193.56  2,500,806.44  7.03%

   3717 Legal Services 0.00  3,775.37  -3,775.37  

   6049 - Vehicles and Transportation 
Equipment 0.00  72,099.98  -72,099.98  

Total Expenditures $   2,690,000.00  $                     265,068.91  $   2,424,931.09  9.85%

Net Operating Revenue $                 0.00  -$                    265,068.91  $      265,068.91  

Net Revenue $                 0.00  -$                    265,068.91  $      265,068.91  

Budget Actual Remaining
% of 

Budget

Revenue

   8831 State- Other 3,026,363.00  0.00  3,026,363.00  0.00  

Total Revenue $   3,026,363.00  $                                0.00  $   3,026,363.00  0.00%

Expenditures

   2363 Automotic Maintenance 0.00  0.00  0.00  

   Total 3580 Consultant Services 3,239,363.00  303,938.91  2,935,424.09  9.38%

   3717 Legal Services 0.00  3,775.37  -3,775.37  

   Total 5222 Utilities 5,000.00  3,887.34  1,112.66  77.75%

   6049 - Vehicles and Transportation 
Equipment 0.00  72,099.98  -72,099.98  

Total Expenditures $   3,244,363.00  $                     383,701.60  $   2,860,661.40  11.83%

53931-Other M&S

53935 RMC Fire Resiliency Grant

Total



Net Operating Revenue -$     218,000.00  -$                    383,701.60  $      165,701.60  176.01%

Net Revenue -$     218,000.00  -$                    383,701.60  $      165,701.60  176.01%



53936 - V8B - 
Measure PH

Budget Actual Remaining

Revenue

   8605 Interest from Treasury Pool 23,514.00  0.00  23,514.00  

   Special Assessments * 1,175,714.00  1,177,340.10  -1,626.10  

Total Revenue $              1,199,228.00  $              1,177,340.10  $                   21,887.90  

Gross Profit $              1,199,228.00  $              1,177,340.10  $                   21,887.90  

Expenditures

   3548 - Auditor Controller Services 0.00  12,900.00  -12,900.00  

   3580 Consultant Services

      3580-4 MRCA 684,000.00  0.00  684,000.00  

      3580-6 TECH 76,500.00  0.00  76,500.00  

   Total 3580 Consultant Services $                 760,500.00  $                            0.00  $                 760,500.00  

   3587 Personnel - General Services 142,132.00  0.00  142,132.00  

Total Expenditures $                 902,632.00  $                   12,900.00  $                 889,732.00  

Net Operating Revenue $                 296,596.00  $              1,164,440.10  -$                867,844.10  

Other Expenditures

   Other Miscellaneous Expenditure 296,596.00  0.00  296,596.00  

Total Other Expenditures $                 296,596.00  $                            0.00  $                 296,596.00  

Net Other Revenue -$                296,596.00  $                            0.00  -$                296,596.00  

Net Revenue $                            0.00  $              1,164,440.10  -$             1,164,440.10  

Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority
Budget vs. Actuals: Budget_FY26_P&L-Opening - FY26 P&L  Locations

July 2025 - December 2025

* Special assessment revenue of $1,177,340 represents the accrual for the amount earned and expected to be received, 
not the amount actually received in cash. At December 31, 2025, the Cash received totalled $470,936. The remaining 

$706,404 is recorded as a receivable at 12/31. 



Distribution account 53936 - V8B - Measure PH

Assets

Current Assets

Cash

1000 Cash - Measure PH 458,036.04

Total for Cash 458,036.04

Accounts Receivable

Accounts Receivable (A/R) 706,404.06

Total for Accounts Receivable 706,404.06

Other Current Assets

Total for Current Assets 1,164,440.10

Fixed Assets

Other Assets

Total for Assets 1,164,440.10

Liabilities and Equity

Liabilities

Total for Liabilities 0.00

Balance

Retained Earnings

Net Income 1,164,440.10

Total for Balance 1,164,440.10

Total for Liabilities and Equity 1,164,440.10

Statement of Financial Position - Measure PH
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority

As of December 31, 2025
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Puente Hills        AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 
Habitat Preservation Authority 
Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  March 19, 2026 

 

To:  Board Members 

 

 

From:  Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 

 

Subject:  Appointment of recommendations on the Authority’s Advisory Committees.  

1. Measure PH, Fiscal Oversight Advisory Committee: 

1. From Supervisor Solis: Christopher Luna from Hacienda Heights 

(three-year term); Bala Venkataraman from Hacienda Heights (two-

year term), and Shawn Murray from Rowland Heights (two-year 

term);  

2. From the City of Whittier: Rick Gonzalez (one year term); Andrew 

Moraga (two-year term); and Alexander Merkel (three-year term); 

and  

3. From Supervisor Hahn: Manuel Urteaga from the Workman Mill 

Area (three-year term). 

2. Citizens Technical Advisory Committee 

1. From the City of Whittier: Laura Krueger (four-year term). 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Board appoint the above recommended representatives with identified terms to the 

Measure PH Fiscal Oversight Advisory Committee (FOAC) and Citizens Technical Advisory 

Committee (CTAC).  

 

Background: 

FOAC 

In June 2025 the Board of Directors established a nine-member Fiscal Oversight Advisory 

Committee (FOAC) in accordance with Measure PH funding.  The nine-member Committee is 

designed to be comprised of:  

 

3 members from the City of Whittier;  

2 members from the Hacienda Heights community (Supervisorial District 1);  

2 members from the Rowland Heights community (Supervisorial District 1);  

1 member from the City of La Habra Heights; and  

1 member from the Workman Mill/other Los Angeles County Supervisorial District 4 

unincorporated communities within the Community Facilities District.  

 

The number of committee members is roughly based on the number of taxable parcels in each 
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community. Recommendations for appointments to the FOAC are made by the representative 

communities, and the final appointment is made by the Authority Board of Directors. Five 

members are needed for a quorum.  

 

On August 1, 2025, Authority staff reached out to the various stakeholders for recommendations 

for appointments to the committee. In January, the Board appointed two community members to 

the committee.  

 

Attached are the application cover pages and resumes, if available, of the candidates that are 

being recommended by their respective nominating party as listed in the agenda item. Also 

attached is the draft term schedule for the Committee, and recommendation letter from Supervisor 

Solis. 

  

CTAC 

In 1997 the Board of Directors established a nine-member Citizens Advisory Committee, later to 

be known as the Citizens Technical Advisory Committee (CTAC).  Per the 97-01 Board 

resolution, it is made up of the following: 

 

• 3 representatives from Whittier,  

• 3 representatives from La Habra Heights, and  

• 3 representatives from the unincorporated areas of Hacienda Heights and Rowland 

Heights in Los Angeles County.   

 

The resolution provides for the Board’s ability to appoint CTAC members who have been 

approved and recommended by the respective city councils and the Supervisor representing the 

supervisorial district which includes the Subject Jurisdiction.   

  

On June 6, 2025, Authority staff reached out to the various stakeholders for recommendations for 

(re)appointments to the CTAC.  

Attached is the cover page of an application for the candidate as listed in the agenda item as being 

recommended by the City of Whittier. Also, attached for your reference is a term schedule. 

 

 

Attachments: 

FOAC term schedule 

Sup. Solis recommendation letter 

FOAC and CTAC Applications 

CTAC term schedule 

 



PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY
Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill

FISCAL OVERSIGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEASURE PH

 Members' Term Schedule

PROPOSED
Member Start 

Date 
Start Date of 
Current Term 

End Date
of Term 

City of Whittier
Alexander Merkel - 3 year 1/1/26 12/31/2028
Andrew Moraga- 2 year 1/1/26 12/31/2027
Rick Gonzalez- 1 year 1/1/26 12/31/2026

City of La Habra Heights
Brian Bergman 1/15/26 1/1/26 12/31/2028

Workman Mill Rd./ other Sup. District 4 areas
Manuel Urteaga - 3 year 1/1/26 12/31/2028

Hacienda Heights
Christopher Luna - 3 year 1/1/26 12/31/2028
Bala Venkataraman - 2 year 1/1/26 12/31/2027

Rowland Heights
Bryan Coreas 1/15/26 1/1/26 12/31/2028
Shawn Murray- 2 year 1/1/26 12/31/2027

First term schedule is staggered. Regular length of all terms is 3 years.  
Mar-26
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626.367.3394 

 

BALA VENKATARAMAN                           

                                               Phone:  

Hacienda Heights, CA 91745           email:  

 

 

Summary of 

qualifications Extensive financial analysis, budgeting and reporting experience. 

• Successfully managed the budgeting, planning, analysis and reporting functions for several 

major corporations. 

• Worked in manufacturing, consumer packaged goods and technology companies. 

• Proficient in setting up complex analytical and reporting models to facilitate management 

decision making. 

• Familiar with several financial systems such as Oracle, Hyperion and SAP. 

• Advanced Excel, Word, and PowerPoint user. 

• Excellent written and oral communication skills. 

• MBA from the University of Illinois, Chicago, IL. 

 

Work Experience  

 

BARKSDALE CONTROLS, Los Angeles, CA 90058           Aug 2009 – Dec 2022 

(Manufacturer of control products – Revenues: $80 million) 

 

Finance Manager 

• Report to the CFO - responsible for all internal reporting, forecasting, analysis and budgeting. 

• Accomplishments 

• Manage the entire budgeting process for the division, including coordination with other 

overseas business units.  

• Designed key reports to analyze budget variances, calculate pricing efficiencies, forecast 

sales and others. 

• Prepare monthly and quarterly forecasts. 

• Trained and enforced capital expense request process to comply with corporate policy. 

• Evaluated payback analysis for capital project investments. 

• Participate in month end closing tasks. 

• Assist in the preparation of the 3-year strategic plans. 

• Increased efficiencies by creating templates in Hyperion Financial Management (HFM) to 

eliminate several hours of manual data entry. 

 

 

STREET SURFING, LLC, Newport Beach, CA 92660         Dec 2008 – Aug 2009 

(Manufacturer of sporting equipment – Revenues: $40million) 

 

Independent Consultant 

• Established the annual budgeting and planning process. 

• Completed all ad-hoc analysis. 

• Assisted with month end closing. 

• Evaluated profitability of new product introductions 

 

(Continued next page) 
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ORACLE CORP., Redwood Shores, CA                              July 1998 – Oct 2004 

(Computer technology company – Revenues: $20 billion)       May 2006 – Sep 2008 

  

Sr. Principal Consultant    

• Implemented the Public Sector Budgeting module for school districts, universities and other 

quasi-government entities. 

• Clients were in the US and overseas. 

• Responsibility included heavy interaction and communication with clients to gather data, 

evaluate and implement new process. 

• Conducted Oracle budgeting classes and training for various clients. 

 

 

CONAGRA FOODS, Irvine, CA               Aug 2005 – Apr 2006 

(Consumer packaged goods industry – Revenues: $15 billion)  

 

Senior Financial Analyst     

• Responsible for budgeting, all periodic reporting and analysis. 

• Created new consolidation models, resulting in a 30% reduction in manual labor. 

• Developed, reviewed and analyzed product margins for pricing efficiency and profitability. 

 

 

GARDENBURGER, INC., Irvine, CA                                     Nov 2004 – Jul 2005 

(Consumer packaged goods industry – Revenues: $60 million) 

 

Manager, Business Systems and Analysis 

• Coordinated activities to document processes for Sarbanes Oxley Act Section 404 

compliance. 

• Conducted feasibility studies for new product introductions and line extensions. 

 

 

BESTFOODS BAKING BUSINESS, Montebello, CA          Jul 1987 – Jun 1998 

(Consumer packaged goods industry – Revenues: $1 billion) 

 

Financial Analyst, Sr. Financial Analyst, Finance Manager     

• Worked in progressively responsible positions from Junior Analyst to Finance Manager. 

• Managed a staff of three analysts. 

• Revamped the entire internal reporting process. 

• Responsible for all aspects related to budgeting, reporting and analysis. 

• Created various analytical and budgeting models, which were eventually adopted across all 

other divisions. 

• Established the capital request policy, including payback analysis calculations. 

• Analyzed and made recommendations for new product introductions, and marketing 

promotions. 

• Assisted with month end closing tasks. 

• Assigned to other divisions to assist in completing special projects. 

 

Other  US citizen. References will be furnished upon request. 
 



































PUENTE HILLS HABITAT PRESERVATION AUTHORITY
Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill

CITIZENS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 Members' Term Schedule

PROPOSED

City of Whittier
Member Start 

Date 
Start Date of 

Current Term 
End Date
of Term 

Michelle Pekko-Seymoure 8/17/23 2/1/25 2/1/2029
Laura Krueger 2/1/26 2/1/30
Janis Cavanaugh 8/17/23 2/1/23 2/1/27

City of La Habra Heights

Adam Nazaroff 1/21/21 2/1/25 2/1/2029
Catherine Houwen 3/22/12 2/1/26 2/1/30
Vacant 2/1/23 2/1/27

County of Los Angeles

Vacant 2/1/25 2/1/2029
Vacant 2/1/26 2/1/30
Bryan Coreas 1/19/23 2/1/23 2/1/27

Length of all terms is 4 years.  
Revised MAR 2026
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Puente Hills        AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 
Habitat Preservation Authority 
Endowment Provided by the Puente Hills Landfill 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  March 19, 2026 

 

To:  Board Members 

 

 

From:  Andrea Gullo, Executive Director 

 

Subject: Ratify, receive and file comment letters regarding a) Orange County General Plan 

Update and b) City of Whittier draft Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Board ratify, receive and file the attached comment letters.  

 

Background: 

Staff was recently made aware of the two projects mentioned above with comment period 

deadlines prior to the scheduled Board meeting. With the Chair’s approval, comments for both 

letters were drafted either to reflect positions the Board had previously taken and/or time-

sensitive. 

 

 

Attachments: 

a) Orange County General Plan Update (not including the 121 page Hills For Everyone letter 

previously provided to the Board and available upon request)  

b) City of Whittier draft Hazards Mitigation Plan 

c) Authority Correspondence Policy 



   

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ivan Sulic 
Chair 

County of Los Angeles  
 

Mary Ann Pacheco 
Vice Chair 

City of Whittier  
 

Robert Ferrante 
Director Sanitation Districts of 

 Los Angeles County 
 

Cassandra Garcia 
Director 

Hacienda Heights  
 

 

Andrea Gullo 
Executive Director 

February 26, 2026       

  

 

Comments Submitted via Email to: PlanOC@ocpw.ocgov.com 

 

OC Public Works 

Development Services 

601 N. Ross Street 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

 

RE: General Plan Update 

 

Dear OC Public Works, 

 

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority (Habitat Authority) appreciates the opportunity 

to comment on the Orange County General Plan Update.  We learned about the release of this 

document on February 25, 2026, and respectfully request to be added to all future mailing lists 

on this and related matters.  

 

The Habitat Authority is a joint powers authority established pursuant to California Government 

Code Section 6500 et seq. with a Board of Directors consisting of members representing the City 

of Whittier, County of Los Angeles, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, and a public 

member from the community of Hacienda Heights. According to its mission, the Habitat 

Authority is dedicated to the acquisition, restoration, and management of open space in the 

Puente Hills for preservation of the land in perpetuity, with the primary purpose to protect the 

biological diversity. Additionally, the agency endeavors to provide opportunities for outdoor 

education and low-impact recreation.  
 

The Habitat Authority owns and/or manages over 3,880 acres which comprise the Puente Hills 

Preserve (Preserve) located within Los Angeles County. Over $100 million of public funds have 

been invested in the Preserve and its sustainability is biologically dependent on the open space 

land to the east of its jurisdiction. The Preserve is located within the well-studied Puente-Chino 

Hills Wildlife Corridor (PCHWC) which is widely recognized as being regionally important 

for wildlife movement (Conservation Biology Institute 2005, and citations therein). Covering 

more than 30,000 acres of land, this wildlife corridor boasts a wide variety of habitats that 

support a unique assemblage of plants and animals and serves several ecological functions that 

contribute to ecosystem health. Connectivity among open space maintains the transfer of genetic 

material among generations of plants and animals, ensuring healthy and sustainable populations. 

Many agencies and jurisdictions over Los Angeles and Orange Counties have partnered during 

the past 30 years for the preservation of the PCHWC. 
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We echo Hills For Everyone’s comment letter dated February 25, 2026, especially comment 

#7. Their comment letter is attached for reference.  

 

The General Plan Update has the potential to negatively impact the PCHWC with the proposed 

land use designation located on the Aera Energy/IKAV property near Tonner Canyon. 

Reportedly, the General Plan Update proposes to allow for an increased density of dwelling units 

per acre (duac) from 0.5 – 18 to 0.5 – 43.5 duac. This number would equate to 13,050 dwelling 

units.  

 

The proposed land use designation for the Aera Energy/IKAV property would result in 

significant adverse impacts to the PCHWC. In addition to a plethora of other flora and fauna, the 

presence and use of this corridor by mountain lions—a wide-ranging and ecologically significant 

species—has been well documented. The sojourn of M317, a collared male mountain lion that 

traversed the corridor from Orange County to Los Angeles County in fall 20221 highlights the 

functionality of the corridor and the need to maintain connectivity to sustain wildlife populations 

in the Habitat Authority’s jurisdictional area. Notably, mountain lions were recently designated 

as a protected species by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission in 

February 2026. Given the ecological importance of this corridor and the protected status of 

mountain lions, careful reconsideration of the proposed land use designation is warranted to 

prevent potential disruption to critical habitat connectivity. 

 

We recommend that the Aera Energy/IKAV lands be reclassified as Open Space or as Rural 

Residential, 0.025 – 0.5 duac, which would have the potential to allow 150 units. This 

designation would be consistent with the Los Angeles County land use designation on adjoining 

Aera Energy/IKAV lands within the PCHWC to the north. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, and feel free to contact me (ISulic@bos.lacounty.gov), 

Ecologist Michelle Mariscal (mmariscal@habitatauthority.org) or Executive Director Andrea 

Gullo (agullo@habitatauthority.org) for further discussion.  

 

Sincerely, 

  

  

Ivan Sulic 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

Attachment: Hills For Everyone comment letter dated February 25, 2026 

 

cc: Board of Directors 

 Citizens Technical Advisory Committee 

 Hills For Everyone 

 Wildlife Corridor Conservation Authority 

 
1 Unpublished data via communications with Dr. Winston Vickers DVM, MPVM, UC Davis Wildlife Health Center 

CA mountain lion project (twvickers@ucdavis.edu) 

mailto:ISulic@bos.lacounty.gov
mailto:mmariscal@habitatauthority.org
mailto:agullo@habitatauthority.org


   

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ivan Sulic 
Chair 

County of Los Angeles  
 

Mary Ann Pacheco 
Vice Chair 

City of Whittier  
 

Robert Ferrante 
Director Sanitation Districts of 

 Los Angeles County 
 

Cassandra Garcia 
Director 

Hacienda Heights  
 

 

Andrea Gullo 
Executive Director 

March 6, 2026         

 

Comments Submitted via Email to: mgaribay@cityofwhittier.org, 

ethan@dynamicplanning.co  

 

 

City of Whittier 

Monique Garibay, project contact 

13230 Penn Street 

Whittier, CA 90602 

 

 

RE: 2025 Draft Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) for the City of Whittier  

 

 

Dear Ms. Garibay and Project Team, 

 

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority (Habitat Authority) appreciates the opportunity 

to comment on the draft HMP. We learned about the release of this document on February 23, 

2026, and respectfully request to be added to all future mailing lists on this and related matters 

using staff specific email addresses and info@HabitatAuthority.org.  

 

The Habitat Authority is a joint powers authority established pursuant to California Government 

Code Section 6500 et seq. with a Board of Directors consisting of members representing the City 

of Whittier, County of Los Angeles, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, and a public 

member from the community of Hacienda Heights.  
 

We have had limited time to review the draft HMP in-depth, but wanted to provide selected 

feedback as the land manager of the open space owned by the city of Whittier pursuant to 

Agreements A97-172 and A15-128 between the City of Whittier and the Habitat Authority. 

Overall, the document is a comprehensive accomplishment that captures the main essentials for 

planning and safeguarding the residents of the city from hazards. Please see more detailed 

feedback in the attached Exhibit A. 

 

If we can be provided with more lead time in the future to respond to documents of mutual 

concern, we will have the opportunity for a more robust discussion among our staff and with our 

Board. We want to provide our best-thinking in our comments to you. 

 

 

mailto:mgaribay@cityofwhittier.org
mailto:ethan@dynamicplanning.co
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Thank you for your consideration, and feel free to contact me (ISulic@bos.lacounty.gov), 

Ecologist Michelle Mariscal (mmariscal@habitatauthority.org) or Executive Director Andrea 

Gullo (agullo@habitatauthority.org) for further discussion.  

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Ivan Sulic 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

cc: Board of Directors & Citizens Technical Advisory Committee 
  

mailto:ISulic@bos.lacounty.gov
mailto:mmariscal@habitatauthority.org
mailto:agullo@habitatauthority.org
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P 3-80 

In reference to the sentence, “This area, which includes parts of the City of Whittier, 
creates a high threat to life and property from wildfire. Specifically, subdivisions that were 
developed in or near the Puente Hills areas are at higher risk and often have only one 
narrow, two-lane access road with limited emergency water supplies. Some of these 
subdivisions were developed to include fire emergency access roads; however, many of 
these roads have not been adequately maintained and are overgrown to the extent that 
they are impassable.” 

o Please clarify if this statement. Is it referring to privately owned roads or 
public streets, or both, or some other route. Are they impassable to 
emergency vehicles only or for passenger vehicles? All emergency access 
routes in the hills are maintained. 

P 3-82 

We recommend not using abbreviations as the paragraph header (e.g., “PSPS Events”). 

P 3-84, paragraphs 3 and 4 

We recommend including information about building composition as it relates to ability to 
withstand fire, as this factor can influence the risk of urban conflagrations. Given the age of 
the subdivisions in northern Whittier, it’s likely that most buildings were constructed with 
less fire-resistant materials compared to those that are standard in newer developments. 
This is touched upon in other areas (e.g., P 3-105), but would be appropriately mentioned 
here, as well. 

P 3-89  

In reference to the sentence, “To date, the Authority manages approximately 3,870 acres of 
preserved public open space, of which 1,878 is owned by the Authority.” 

• The acreage has been updated and is approximately 3,892 acres, of which 
Approximately 1,903 is owned by the Authority. 

In reference to the heading “Collaborative Forest Management “: 

• The Puente Hills are not typically considered a forest ecosystem, but a 
diverse mosaic of mediterranean shrubland and woodland ecosystems. 

This sentence is unclear, “Since 2007, PHHPA has led the stewardship of the Puente Hills 
Native Habitat Preserve, managing approximately 300 acres of publicly accessible land 
along the city’s northern edge.”   Below are clarifications for your consideration: 
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• The PHHPA has been managing the City’s open space since 1997 
• The PHHPA adopted the Resource Management Plan in 2007.    
• Which 300 acres is this sentence referring to? More than 300 acres is publicly 

accessible. Roughly 800 acres of Whittier owned property is publicly accessible. 
• “Puente Hills Native Habitat Preserve” should be “Puente Hills Preserve” 

 

Page 3-94, paragraph 2   

The documents states, “After decades of fire suppression, “dog-hair” thickets have 
accumulated in Whittier’s WUI areas, which enable high intensity fires to flare and spread 
rapidly.”  Please define the term “dog-hair thicket” for clarity, or consider replacing this 
expression with more precise, technical terminology.  

 

Page 3-94, paragraph 3 

The document states, “Chaparral is the primary fuel type found in Whittier and Los Angeles 
County, especially in and abutting the Puente Hills. Chaparral communities are well-
adapted to fire and contain some of the most flammable types of vegetation found in the 
United States. Chaparral plants sprout and spread quickly, experience long dry summers, 
and receive most of their annual precipitation from winter rains. Although chaparral is often 
considered as a single species, there are two distinct types: hard chaparral and soft 
chaparral. Within these two types are dozens of different plants, each with its own 
particular characteristics such as the ceanothus plant which has leaves coated with 
flammable resins and requires intense heat for seed germination. (NPS, 2025)”   

 
• This section would greatly benefit from some site-specific tailoring to more 

accurately reflect conditions in the Whittier area, per our comments below: 
o Please delete or cite the information source for the first sentence in this 

paragraph.  

o This section identifies chaparral as the primary fuel source within Whittier 
and introduces the two types of chaparral (hard and soft chaparral) which are 
both being described as “well-adapted to fire”. We assume that “soft 
chaparral” is referring to coastal sage scrub, which has a different physical 
structure (shorter, semi-woody, semi-deciduous shrubs and grows less 
densely than hard-leaved chaparral) and would therefore act differently from 
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a “fuel” perspective than hard-leaved chaparral communities.  We 
recommend that a distinction be made between the chaparral vegetation 
community and the coastal sage scrub vegetation community. For your 
reference, according to the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority’s 
Resource Management Plan (RMP, which the document mentions on P 3-89), 
the primary vegetation types on the entire Puente Hills Preserve at the time 
the RMP was prepared were as follows: 

 

Also for your information, the other “hard chaparral” components on the 
Preserve, as also outlined in the RMP, are below. The chaparral composition 
found in the Puente Hills is more transitional with Coastal Sage Scrub, and 
different composition than typical chaparral found in the Santa Monica 
Mountains and Chino Hills (e.g., chamise, ceanothus, redshanks, 
manzanitas are not found or are uncommon in the Puente Hills). 

 

o This section mentions Ceanothus and cites it as containing highly flammable 
resins; however, species of this genus do not naturally occur within the 
Puente Hills. No occurrences were documented on the Preserve at the time 
the Resource Management Plan was prepared, and iNaturalist data show 
only a few nearby observations, which are likely of planted individuals. The 
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Puente Hills Preserve is not dominated by the more resinous, oily chaparral 
plants species (e.g., chamise, ceanothus, redshanks, manzanitas) that are 
fire-adapted. Of those species, only chamise was identified as occurring, or 
having the potential to occur, on the Preserve at the time the RMP was 
prepared. If it does occur on the Preserve, it is rare. 

o The NPS 2025 citation that is referenced describes chaparral that is a 
different composition than what occurs in the Puente Hills.  

P 3-179 

The document states “The area in and around the Puente Hills is highly susceptible to 
wildfire, with steep slopes, canyons, fire dependent ecology, and the presence of humans.” 

• Per our other comments, please remove the term “fire-dependent ecology” when 
describing the Puente Hills. Since the vegetation is susceptible to fire, we suggest 
replacing this term with “fire-susceptible vegetation” or similar. The vegetation in 
the Puente Hills is not composed of the fire-adapted or fire-dependent chaparral 
dominated by species such as chamise, redshanks, ceanothus, or manzanita. “Fire 
dependent” implies that fire is needed to reproduce and is appropriately used when 
plants will only reproduce if fire is applied, however the species in the Puente Hills 
will reproduce on their own in the absence of fire. 
 

P 4-203, under “ma-AH-WT-7” 

“Puente Hills Landfill Native Habitat Authority” should be “Puente Hills Habitat 
Preservation Authority” 

 

P 3-187, chart 

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority is identified as a “Local Citizen Groups That 
Communicate Hazard Risks”. The agency is a local public government agency. Please 
consider reclassifying the agency as, “Local Government Agency That Communicates 
Hazard Risks”. 
 

P 3-191 

Measure PH is identified as local funding source in the document. Please note that 
Measure PH is not a grant source as is the other sources listed in the chart. Measure PH 
was approved by voters for the Habitat Authority to maintain adequate management levels 
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for its existing responsibilities for all properties in the hills at the discretion of its Board of 
Directors. However, if the city would like to partner on a project together, the Habitat 
Authority’s funds may be able to be leveraged as matching or existing investments in the 
hills.  

 

Mitigation Chart starting on p 4-199 

Please consider the following ideas relating to general mitigation measures for this or 
future plans: 

o Coordinating with the Habitat Authority for improved emergency notification 
and responses including firefighting and evacuation 

o Improve public notices, infrastructure and non-internet/wireless as well as 
internet/wireless supported driven communication strategies regarding 
emergency evacuations (a concern expressed by some Eaton Fire survivors 
was that they did not have adequate notifications and some recommended 
outdoor warning systems such as sirens.)  

o Improve education for residents regarding their defensible space clearing 
and low-cost retrofits to make homes safer. This may already be addressed in 
mitigation ma-WF-WT-39, “Development outreach program to push 
information to owners/tenants located in the Very High Fire Hazard Zone.” 

o Investigate installation of infrastructure or employing services to improve 
monitoring for structure fires and wildfires  

o Investigate installation of water infrastructure including but not limited to 
hydrants, sprinklers and tanks, or equipment for fire-fighting capabilities 
along the WUI 

 



Approved July 16, 2020 

Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority 

Correspondence Policy 

 

The following Authority Correspondence Policy formalizing existing practice and 

addressing time-sensitive matters is for consideration:  

In the cases of routine correspondence, being those pertaining to operations or functioning 

of the Authority, and letters written after the Authority Board approves the general position 

regarding an issue, the Chair or Executive Director can proceed without having a draft 

approved by all Authority Directors. However, formal comment letters to any public 

agency or letters that address policy issues on which the Authority Directors have not yet 

taken a general position should be reviewed by the Authority Directors prior to the letter 

being sent.  

The Executive Director with Chair approval, or the Chair, has the authority to send letters 

of support to public and private organizations on time-sensitive matters that support the 

mission of the Authority without having a draft approved by all Authority Directors. These 

letters should be consistent with the mission of the Authority and include, but are not 

limited to, comments on developments, policies or legislation that could affect the 

Authority.  

  

 



Additional Materials 
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https://voyagela.com/interview/daily-inspiration-meet-ivan-sulic/ 
2.3.26 

Daily Inspiration: Meet Ivan Sulic 

 

Today we’d like to introduce you to Ivan Sulic. 

Alright, so thank you so much for sharing your story and insight with our readers. To 
kick things off, can you tell us a bit about how you got started? 
My path to the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority really began through public 
service. I was appointed to the Habitat Authority by Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice 
Hahn, who I’ve worked for for more than 14 years. When Supervisor Hahn was elected to 
the Board of Supervisors in 2016, she asked me to serve as her Field Deputy for the Whittier 
area, where the majority of the Puente Hills Preserve is located. 

The Habitat Authority itself was created over 30 years ago as a Joint Powers Authority, with 
the County of Los Angeles playing a key role in its formation. Through my work representing 
the Supervisor, I became deeply involved with the agency and its mission. In the early 
years, it was very much a learning experience, understanding the history of the Preserve, 
the vision of its founders, and the importance of habitat preservation in a region as 
urbanized as Los Angeles County. 

Managing nearly 4,000 acres of open space comes with a unique responsibility. It requires 
balancing public access, thousands of residents use the trails every year, with the need to 
protect sensitive habitat, wildlife, and native plant species. Over time, that work became 
incredibly meaningful to me. When longtime leaders stepped away, I was honored to be 
asked to serve as Chair of the Board, a role I continue to take very seriously. 

Would you say it’s been a smooth road, and if not what are some of the biggest 
challenges you’ve faced along the way? 
It definitely hasn’t always been a smooth road. Personally, one of my biggest challenges 
early on was simply learning—learning the agency’s history, its relationships with 
surrounding cities like Whittier, La Habra Heights, Hacienda Heights, and Rowland Heights, 
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and understanding what it truly means to be a habitat preservation agency rather than a 
traditional park. 

From an organizational standpoint, funding has been one of our greatest challenges. Like 
many public agencies, our costs were increasing while revenues were not keeping pace. 
That reality pushed us to think differently. I championed placing Measure PH on the ballot, 
which ultimately passed with over 68% voter approval. That measure created a stable 
funding source to support fire prevention, ranger programs, and long-term stewardship of 
the Preserve. 

Another major challenge has been balancing access and preservation, especially as trail 
usage surged, even before COVID. During the pandemic, outdoor spaces became one of 
the few places people could safely gather, which led to unprecedented use of the Preserve. 
While we want people to enjoy this open space, increased traffic also has real impacts on 
our local wildlife and habitat. Navigating that balance thoughtfully has been one of our 
most ongoing and important challenges while creating an opportunity to teach others how 
to be good stewards of the Preserve. 

Thanks – so what else should our readers know about your work and what you’re 
currently focused on? 
In addition to serving as Chair of the Habitat Authority, my primary role with Los Angeles 
County is as Supervisor Hahn’s Homeless and Housing Deputy. I work closely with 
colleagues across the county to address homelessness and housing affordability, two of 
the most complex challenges facing our region. 

I also serve as an alternate board member for the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing 
Solutions Agency (LACASA) and sit on the Southeast Social Services Funding Authority, 
which oversees workforce development services for the greater Whittier area. I currently 
serve as Chair of that board as well. 

Throughout my career, I’ve worn many hats, but the common thread has always been 
public service, working collaboratively, managing complex issues, and trying to make 
thoughtful decisions that improve quality of life for residents across our communities. 

Are there any important lessons you’ve learned that you can share with us? 
One of the most important lessons I’ve learned is the value of taking time before making 
decisions, especially when managing large, sensitive open spaces. Decisions made today 
can have ripple effects on wildlife, habitat, and surrounding communities for years to 
come. 
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I’ve learned that it’s essential to look at all sides, listen carefully, and find balance rather 
than rushing to quick solutions. That mindset applies whether we’re evaluating trail access, 
habitat restoration, or public safety measures. 

Coming from San Pedro, an area shaped by heavy industry like the Port of Los Angeles, 
stepping into the role of stewarding nearly 4,000 acres of preserved open space was eye-
opening. It reinforced for me just how critical protected open spaces are not only for local 
communities, but for the health and resilience of the entire region. Preserving these lands 
for future generations is a responsibility I am honored to have. 

Contact Info: 

• Website: https://www.habitatauthority.org/ 

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/habitatauthority/ 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PuenteHillsPreserve 

• Twitter: https://x.com/phhpa 

• Other: https://www.meetup.com/puente-hills-preserve-hikers/ 
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Catalina Island's deer will be killed to restore its ecosystem 

Story by Lila Seidman 

One of Catalina's mule deer, brought to the 
island in the 1930s for game hunting. Under 
a new plan, all the deer will be killed in what 
conservationists say will help restore 
ecology on the island. ((Allen J. Schaben / 
Los Angeles Times)) 

 

 

California wildlife officials have approved a plan to eradicate Catalina’s entire deer 
population as part of a broader effort to restore the island ecosystem, sparking fierce 
opposition from an unusual coalition of hunters and animal welfare advocates. 

Per the plan conceived by the Catalina Island Conservancy, professional hunters will shoot 
the island’s non-native mule deer on the ground over four to five years. 

The conservancy, which owns and manages 88% of the island, says getting rid of the deer is 
necessary to bring back the island’s unique plants — including the Catalina Island 
Mountain Mahogany, which may be the rarest tree in North America. That in turn would 
reduce wildfire risk, restore groundwater and allow other animals to thrive, according to the 
nonprofit. 

 

A mule deer doe licks its fawn at a feral cat 
feeding station behind the Descanso Beach 
Club in Catalina Island's Avalon in 2023. 
((Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles 
Times))© (Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles 
Times) 

 

"Nobody wants to kill animals. Obviously, that's not why we get into conservation work," 
said Lauren Dennhardt, the conservancy's senior director of conservation. "But we know 
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what's at stake here, and it's important for us to essentially do the right thing, to make sure 
that this island stays and gets even better for the future." 

Despite the shift away from hunting from the air, many still don’t want to see the deer 
culled. Last week, L.A. County Supervisor Janice Hahn, who represents much of the island, 
urged the California Fish and Wildlife Department to deny the permit needed to carry it out. 

“This plan disregards the deeply held values of many Catalina residents and visitors,” Hahn 
said in a Jan. 26 letter. She called it “a drastic and inhumane approach” and said many who 
live on the island “cherish these deer.” 

She also highlighted a concern by L.A. County Fire Chief Anthony Marrone that killing off 
the deer — which reduce flammable material through grazing — could increase wildfire 
risk. 

 

A Catalina Island fox stares at a mule deer fawn. 
((Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles Times))© (Allen J. 
Schaben / Los Angeles Times) 

 

 

 

"If we could direct the deer to just eat invasives, we would love to do that but, obviously, 
deer eat all vegetation," said Pepe Barton, communications director for the conservancy. 

According to Barton, when deer munch on native plants, the plants are replaced by 
invasive grasses that dry out quickly and burn easily. Then, when a wildfire comes through 
and natives begin to regrow, they’re chomped back down, creating a vicious cycle. 

Hunting groups like Safari Club International and the California Rifle and Pistol Assn., as 
well as animal rights groups In Defense of Animals and the Humane Society, also oppose 
the hunt. 

The deer have "provided a really great hunting opportunity in an area of Southern California 
where there's not a lot of big game hunting opportunities," said Regina Lennox, senior 
litigation counsel for Safari Club. "So this is really important to us." 

She said there’s "middle ground" where the deer are perhaps reduced, but not eliminated, 
so people can hunt and enjoy them. The group is exploring its legal options. 
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On Friday, a few days after Supervisor Hahn’s request, the state wildlife department 
granted the conservancy’s permit. 

 

In 2023, a mule deer fawn watches it's mother drink 
water at a feral cat feeding station behind the Descanso 
Beach Club in Avalon. ((Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles 
Times))© (Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles Times) 

 

In a statement, Jen Benedet, the department’s acting deputy director of public affairs, said 
the decision was "based on a scientific and legal review of the application." The work is 
"intended to support the recovery and long-term health of native and endemic California 
species." 

Catalina is part of the Channel Islands archipelago, sometimes called the Galapagos of 
North America. Removing invasive species, including deer, has led to recovery on other 
islands, according to the conservancy’s Dennhardt. 

Unlike the other islands, owned by the federal government, Catalina is all state land. That 
means the state wildlife department is responsible for managing the deer. But it won’t carry 
out the hunt. 

Dennhardt said restoring the island will also involve ripping out invasive plants, cloning rare 
plant species and seeding the landscape with natives. 

“The thing that we have to do before any of this is feasible at scale is to remove the mule 
deer,” she said. 

This story originally appeared in Los Angeles Times. 
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WHITTIER DAILY NEWS 

Habitat Authority receives first Measure PH funds, dedicated to fire 
prevention, habitat protection 

More than $588, 500 will pay for a myriad projects in the Puente Hills Preserve 

Hiker walk on the Arroyo San Miguel trail in the 
Puente Hills Preserve. The Puente Hills Habitat 
Preservation Authority, which manages the 
area, received the first of Measure PH funds on 
Jan. 20, the agency announced Monday, Feb. 
2. The initial $588,670 will go toward habitat 
protection, wildfire prevention, and rangers 
and trails support. (Photo courtesy of James 
Ellison/Habitat Authority) 

By Anissa Rivera | arivera@scng.com 

PUBLISHED: February 3, 2026 at 2:01 PM PST | UPDATED: February 3, 2026 at 2:03 PM PST 

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority received the first half of annual funding 
from voter-approved Measure PH on Jan. 20, the agency announced Monday, Feb. 2. 

A total of $588,670.05 has been collected to date, with the remaining expected to be 
collected between April and June. 

The funds will go toward efforts to prevent wildfires, support ranger patrols, protect wildlife 
habitat and maintain trails for the more than 3,880 acres of open space the Habitat 
Authority manages. 

“We know visitors cherish recreational areas 
like Turnbull Canyon, Hacienda Hills, 
Sycamore Canyon, Hellman Park, Arroyo 
Pescadero, and Powder Canyon,” said Ivan 
Sulic, chair of the Habitat Authority’s board 
of directors. “With voters’ support, these 
beloved trails will continue to be responsibly 
cared for.” 

•  
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A ranger goes over safety protocols along the 
Arroyo Pescadero with hikers in the Puente 
Hills Preserve in January 2024. (Photo 
courtesy of the Habitat Authority) 

 

 

 

 

Sulic hailed the funds disbursement as a major step toward protecting and preserving the 
Puente Hills, which more than two-thirds of voter supported in the November 2024 general 
election. Measure PH established a 1-cent per building square foot special tax, or about 
$18 per year for the average homeowner. 

The funds will pay for core safety and conservation services, including adding park ranger 
patrols for fire safety and emergency response, clearing hazardous brush, improving 
emergency access roads, reducing ignition sources related to illegal encampments and 
dumping, protecting sensitive habitats and restoring native species and repairing and 
maintain trailheads such as the Hacienda Hills, Turnbull Canyon, Sycamore Canyon, 
Hellman Park, Arroyo Pescadero and Powder Canyon. 

Andrea Gullo, executive director for the Habitat Authority, said the money will allow the 
agency to accomplish the measure’s goals. 

“These dollars will let us facilitate the work voters said matters most: wildfire prevention 
clearance, keeping the Puente Hills a safe home for wildlife, and preserving open scenic 
spaces our children and grandchildren will inherit.” 

Residents can further support the Habitat Authority’s work by joining a newly-established 
citizens’ Fiscal Oversight Advisory Committee, whose job it will be to verify funds are spent 
as promised. Applicants can find more information on the Habitat Authority’s website. 

The new committee will review annual audits of the funds as well as public financial 
disclosures. 

“With the collection of the Measure PH funding, resources for ranger services and our 
annual comprehensive wildland-urban vegetation clearance for wildfire prevention 
throughout the entire preserve is now secured,” Sulic said. “It will enable us to protect 
dozens of species that depend on the preserve, from mule deer and red-tailed hawks to 
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salamanders, along with the native plants that define this landscape, and support the work 
that voters clearly said they value.” 

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority was established in 1994, and manages 
more than 3,800 acres of natural habitats of the Puente Hills area, including Hacienda 
Hills, Turnbull Canyon, Sycamore Canyon, Hellman Park, Arroyo Pescadero, and Powder 
Canyon. As a Joint Powers Authority, it has a board of directors made up of the city of 
Whittier, Los Angeles County, the sanitation districts of Los Angeles County, and a member 
representing Hacienda Heights who is a member of the Hacienda Heights Improvement 
Association. 
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Mountain lions in Southern California get permanent, protective status 
from state commission 

For the first time, puma populations, mostly in the south, are being listed as "threatened" 
by the California Fish and Game Commission 

 

Mountain lion P-54’s litter as seen in the Santa 
Monica Mountains in this undated photo. (photo 
by National Park Service). 

 

By Steve Scauzillo | sscauzillo@scng.com | Daily 
News 

PUBLISHED: February 12, 2026 at 3:12 PM PST | UPDATED: February 12, 2026 at 4:43 PM 
PST 

The imperiled mountain lions of Central and Southern California were granted permanent 
protection on Thursday, Feb. 12, by the California Fish and Game Commission. 

By deeming six populations of pumas as “threatened” under the California Endangered 
Species Act, it will mean any entity proposing new developments or roads near mountain 
lion habitat must formulate a plan to mitigate the harm to these big cats. 

It could also bring in funds for additional wildlife crossings to increase the mobility and 
safety of wildlife movement. 

Already, the nearly $100 million Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing being built over the 101 
Freeway in Agoura Hills with mostly private dollars will enable penned-in mountain lions in 
the Santa Monica Mountains to cross safely into northern ranges. This will enable them to 
roam in a more expansive area, for food and to find mates in order to perpetuate the 
species. 

Biologists are examining the possibility of building another crossing over the 5 Freeway in 
the area between Kern and northern Los Angeles County. Also, the status could generate 
dollars and support to help keep the wild cats off the toll roads in Orange County and off I-
15, where many are struck and killed by vehicles every year. 

Two environmental groups, the Center for Biological Diversity and the Mountain Lion 
Foundation, received a positive response to their nearly seven-year-old petition for more 
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protections for six subsets of mountain lions. These cougars are located in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, the Central Coast, Santa Monica Mountains, San Gabriel and San Bernardino 
Mountains, Santa Ana Mountains and Eastern Peninsular range in San Diego County. 

Mountain lions need wide ranges to hunt, usually for deer, and for males to find unrelated 
females for breeding. These large felines are boxed in by freeways and when they dart 
across lanes of speeding traffic, they are usually killed, making vehicle strikes the leading 
cause of death. Secondly, they can get sick with weakened immune systems that can lead 
to death from eating small prey such as rats, mice and squirrels that have ingested rat 
poison left outside near wildlands, as the poison transfers into their systems. 

This marks the first time California has recognized pumas as a threatened species. That 
presents a legal mandate for all state agencies to protect these six pockets of cougar 
populations, according to the Center for Biological Diversity. 

“This is a major milestone for a California icon,” said Tiffany Yap, urban wildlands science 
director at the Center for Biological Diversity. 

“Mountain lions are a marvel but too many across the Golden State and are struggling in 
the diminished and fractured wild places where they live. This state isn’t willing to stand 
back and watch our precious wildlife vanish forever,” Yap added. 

The new status is a bittersweet development, signaling these animals are in danger of 
extinction due to inbreeding if nothing is done. But it also brings more attention to their 
plight and possibly more help. 

“This is an epic win for California’s iconic big cats,” said Katie Nolan, Wild Animals 
campaigner for In Defense of Animals, an international animal protection group based in 
Marin County. Nolan, who spoke at the meeting Thursday, said in a statement: “Not only 
will protection give inherently valuable individuals a much-needed lifeline, it will have a 
cascading impact that will improve biodiversity.” 

Mountain lions in these locations face multiple threats, from badly planned development, 
widespread use of rat poison, car strikes when crossing highways, wildfire and disease. 

 
National Park Service 

This November 2014 photo provided by the 
National Park Service shows the Griffith Park 
mountain lion known as P-22. He died on Dec. 17, 
2022. (National Park Service, via AP, File) 
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Southern Californians fell in love with P-22, a mountain lion that crossed two freeways, only 
to end up in Griffith Park, a city of Los Angeles park with trails, wild areas, but also with 
playgrounds, kitty rides and the Griffith Observatory. 

P-22 was the only wild cat to live in a city park. He lived there for 10 years, until disease and 
being hit by a car caused him to be so ill that he was euthanized on Dec. 17, 2022. A 
celebration of his life was held at the Greek Theater in Griffith Park a few months later, the 
first public memorial service for a wild animal in Los Angeles history. 

“I’m celebrating this vote as a new chapter for pumas and I hold so much hope for their 
future,” said Yap. 
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